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To die Eight Honourable, . 

M EN tLT 

Yifcount Newport?. 



My X. o iiiv. 

"HE A&fcefs of tte. 

following TrcaiifC;. 

to Your E o-KJO-. 

______ s it I p, is cot. {loan 

: any - Pretence^ of« 

Railing an Addition, to Yburs- 
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tjD kds h Lf '.s ; C&ara&er : For 
to%fi{V upori Yout.Noble Vir* 
tues and Accompliflinfent^wouhl 
be no more, than, to declare to 
the World^ what they already 
Know. 

-■ i - •»" .' 

lyf t ' %j o k. p, from yonr 
firft Entrance upon Affairs of 

State, Yon difcov«^4$$* >Zw 
for the Caufe of your Country^ 
and fuch a Discerning Judgment 
to Conduct k ^ as gave, , the 
World very forward Cohvi&i* 
ons^ that Your LoR.r>s,Hrtr 
was not Born only to Inherit the 
Fortunes^ but to Perpetuate tlte? 
Virtues of your Anceftors*. ' f . 
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T h B?*ftfafoe " ©£ Your Nobler 
family, would be an Ornament: 
to the Brighteft Performances^ 
as well as a Powerful Recom- 
mendation to thofe of a Lowegr 
Value. As I have not the Vac- 
uity, to think of the Firft j fo I 
hope;ltiat 5 urkm tie Latter Ac* 
count, I fhall be excus'd the Ar~ 
logance, of offering thefe Sheet* 
to Your Lordship's Pro- 
tection* • 

» 

Wh a t chiefly induced me to> 
k 3 is y the Generous Concern 
Your LokdshiPj upon all 
Occafions^ expreffes, for the En- 
couragement of Learning, and 
the rnoft Humble Pretenders to 
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ft; and that I could not om!* 
any Ofcpoi*BS&J£ ©* fiofeffing 



jtnd mop Obedient* 



Devoted Se*v**%. 
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HERE -.it. not any 

\ .Speculation : 3 which 
affords a wore a* 

\> greeabk Tkafure tQ 
t&iM Maid \, than that of be? 
bMrtgi fro** ivhat \ Obftiire aw} 
Mta#- J&ginnm^s y the mpjl 'fo- 
Hai}<nnd Entertaining Acts have 

A ' 3 ti^» 



5) The Fizcici. 
rifen to be the Admiration and 
Velight of Mankind, To pur- 
ple them up 'to the moji Ah- 
firnfe Fountains , and then U 
view by what Steps they arife 
to Terfe&ion J does not only ex- 
cite an Amazement at their In- 
creafe ; but- an Impatient Defire 
of Inventing fome New SubjeB, 
to be improvd and advanced by 
hfierity. ■•■ 

The frft Occafion of Intro- 
dating Rom a n c e into the 
World, was , without Difpute, 
to mollify the Rigour of Pre- 
cepts, by the ABuremeuts of Ex- 
ample. H^ere the Mind can't 
be fubdued into Virtue, by Rea- 
fori and ttilojoplry ; nothing can 
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influence it more , f te * pff 
/cut to # ffo Snccefs "and FeU- 
city , which Crowns the furjnit 
ef what's Great and Honourable. 
As the Poet . very elegantly ah 
butts to Homer j 

.-. •; ' ■•- : ', 

•./, Q|ii quid fit pukhrum, quid turpeY 

£quid utile, quid nop 

Planiur £c melius, Chryfippo 5c 

[.Cantore ditiu 

* 

And jince in aU Ages there were 
wry.. few real In fiances y fit to 
be propofed fir Exa& Patterns 
rf Initiation ; the Ingenious Fa- 
b$\& was farced to f*pply them 
ontjfbis own Invention, 
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Heme it appears ? that the 

'of R; o UK n c b » 

vary Ancient * fmce this Way.' 

of'Pripnotmg Virtue 'h'ds bien re* 

ceived in the Earliejl* Ages jr ; *r 

\is evident from the Jirfi Re- 

^Jfi.kfmMti&lt *Afti : £>it 

ftztids^berfy^fothe from Modern' 
Ages yfojl'hat it is found but y 
milfi be W^Migh Satisfaction to 
the Curious in Antiquity. 

^ ffpon'^^^eo^um^t^im- 
very tkucfc iftiebud Wl|ie# 

e/i Acc&'Xfy'r :&£■'< tfntyfotfr* 

traced the Subje6i he undertook 

.Iff fflujlrate, tiff fy found it in 
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its Infancy y involved in the. 
'Umbrage *f~ Fable, and per* 
fhxed in the Folds of Myftery 
and Riddfo ■ *-. 



>' o • \i 
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This Task was enjoined Him 
(He informs U6,) by his Aei 
quaint attce '■ and jfcieud, Menfiewb 
Segrais j a Gentleman very • in* 
timately verfed in all Folite 
Learning ; "and 1 admirably well 
ffialifiedj to 'Difcern and Judge^ 
nfm the ' SubjeSi of & o M A N* 
<c H^ x f v fince He had difcower'd 
himfelf to be a Compleat Majiee 
in. the Art , by fever al inimita- 
fl^r frpdyfyiohs~ of mat 1sati(re } 
$b*fh>k; ^nblifk^^ tfafen- 
gtotge of his Country : A Coun- 
try^ tantons for all Sorts of 

A 5 Delight- 
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'Delightful Jmtfementy and pro- 
ducing Men of the Quiche jk Jf- 
frehenfion iX and Strong Prop enti- 
ty to the Advancement of Let- 
ters ; as appears from the La- 
bours of the Learned of that 
Nation , among whom , Huetiu* 
bat the Honour not to h the Xjw*. 
aft 'in Efleem 

This ftlodeft Encomium may 
be thougfrt Profuffy ufn, 
on the Author of Jo invaluable 
a Treatife as the following^ 
kut, 

, In toaui labor y at tenuis non g\pr 

' Xriajfi^idi 

Nomina tero fount, aoditqub voefc 

{tuB Apoll* 

YlRfi. 

c • ■ 




•.«>.■■- 



.-^«/,: w my Opinion, the fthm 
who acquits himfelf well of the 
Province he, , undertakes p %.tbo % 
of (mall, Importance y deferves 
as mmh\ as He who hat hem 
morc t fortunate in the Choice of 
s SubjeU firs bis. application. ,,;; . 

< - , . . * ■ . - ■ 

Without doubt •> Huetius was 
fenfible of this l other-wife he 
would have be flowed his Time, 
to a better . Account , fitpce He 
bad before approved himfelf ve~ 
rj.weu to the World, y by his 
Ingenious Performances in Dh 
vinity y and other Learning* 
And I dare affert y that mne 
of bis Labours have contribu- 
ted more to hk Reputation, than 

bis 



*..- 



'* 



*2j Tfce> F & i * A oil 

his Accurate Difquifition* into 
fl&e Of iginal *f R o i^a n'-^'es. 
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frhas (certainty e»larg&hk$ain4% 
beca\tfr If'-'-is Recommended^ f» 
% World ; in Two s of the jffofi 
Exl^fivir>£dngn*ge# iKntovt*<w 
i&X Lmean^ Latin and French : 
Sothml ¥*ve * ko'tgrtet '&eafon 
to* far '■■■■■its being. well' rtoeivw. 
in* Engli/h : Ej pec tally fince Ro- 
n&nfee> has ''-of- late •eewzre/d # 




Principal 'Divfrfion \>f'4be ■■$& 

t&mte\f &o£k *f--aUr_C<mdP 

• * ■ *■ *• '. v t '» * • r * : > '" ■ * ■ • ". t- *; 'j^ j**\ JLkJt 
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tbtrtoy fir thewtdft fart, jvfpljfd 
'&^Jfranflatimfioimtfa$rmcfy 
it is Ut.btiJtojjMyythai we wank 
any longer falfift #poa:Reverfet; 
bxtjm* J^AipBrifclifli JGdnias 

wM *s thatycf ? ^gh&ojhing 
Country ; /face »>e <we c \afia»te» 
/tt/gW te fc o^ Ingenious 3 in 






- To promote this Veftgn , the 
; xvl fwfitions 
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f options for the PerfeS&ion of 
the Aft. And Becaufe the on* 
ly Way t^ a Right Judgment 
HpM> our own , 4s to Compare 
them with -the Performances of 
other Men ^ lOttr Author has y 
with Great ferjpicuity a»&:£karr 
j$efs y dluftratetL the Beauties, and 
feinted out the, Deficiencies y of. 
(the Befl Produ&ions of this Kind^ 
and,, according wtbe Dire&iomof 

- v - - • • I 

.-. ,f.ii* Mis Hcuit utile dulcL . _ 

H O R. 

" * ' : l"\ha4e no more to add, iy 
"iMy •<£ Preface ; fat to? fope 

^Original half not Juffer i d x "iy 

Truncation into 
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has ; This y J frefume , is not 
t\x firfi Cafe, where a Good 
Defign bos aton'd for fame flight 
Lnpetfe&ms in the Profe cut tort 
cfiu 
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o r'i gin a l 

OF 

ROMANCES. 

SIR, 

gf*jj2§ OUR Curiofity and 
#■ y «• Defoe to be .infcrm'd 
l&»Jii, of The Original^ R* 
nances, is both Reafonable and 
Natural, fince you Excel in. the 
Put of Compofing them. I 
^ A * wi(h 
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wifli I may difcover the fame 
Jfedfe£kion in the Hiftory 1 now. 
'fend you of 'em. 
* : <At prtfeftt my Books are not 
'xntfrmej sniSt my Thoughts are 
taken up with Matters of a very 
different Nature. I am fatisfy'd 
of the Labour and Difficulty of 
iuch an Attempt , fince 'tis nei- 
ther Provence, nor Spain, as fome 
are of Opinion y that we mall 
find to>-have given Birth to this 
agreeable- Amufement : We uraii 
in the Purfuit of it, enquire in- 
to the remoteft Countries , and 
derive our Account from the 
moft Latent Part of Antiquity. 
However, I muft gratify your 
Requeft, fince our continuM and 
ftrift Friendship gives you a 
Right to demand^ and divefts ttfe 

« of 



Romances. 3 

of the Power to deny you any 
Thing. 

The Name of Romance was- 
formerly extended not only to 
Profe but Verfe ; Giraldi and Pi- 
gnajin their Treatifes <//&<«#<*»%*, 
fcarce mention any other, and 
lay down the Bayardos and Ariofter 
46t Inftances of their Opinion. 
But the Cuftom of this Age pre- 
vails to the contrary j fo that we 
efteem nothing to be properly 
Romance but Fiftions of Love 
Adventures, difpofed into an 
Elegant Style in Profe, for the 
Delight and Inftru&ion of the 
Reader. 

I call them Fictions , to dis- 
criminate' them from True Hi- 
ftoriesj and I add, of Love Ad- 
ventures, becaufe Love ought to 

%A 1 V 



4 The Original of 

be the Principal Subject of Ro- 
mance. It is required to be in 
Profe by the Humour of the 
Times. It muft be compos'd 
with Art and Elegance y left it 
fhould appear to be a rude undi- 
gefted Mafs y without Order or 
Beauty. 

The principal End of Ro- 
mance, or at leaft what ought 
to be fo, and is chiefly to be re- 
garded by the Author, is the In-. 
ftru£Uon of the Reader ; before 
whom he muft. prefent Virtue 
fuccefsful-, and Vice in Difgrace J 
but becaufe the Mind of Man 
naturally hates to be inform'ck 
and ( by the Influence of Self- 
Conceit) refifts Inftru#ion j 'tis, 
to be deceived by the Blandiflv 
ments of Pleafure j and the Ri- 
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gor of Precept is to be fubdued 
by the Allurements of Exam- 
ple. Thus we regulate our own 
Defc &s 3 and at the fame Time 
condemn them in others. 

Thus it appears,, That theEn- 
tertainment of the Reader y 
which the Ingenious Romancer 
feems chiefly to defign^ is fub? 
ordinate to his Principal Aimi, 
which is the Inftru&ion of the 
Mind, and Correction of Man- 
ners 5 and the Beauty of a Ra* 
wance ftands or falls according 
to its Attention to this Definiti- 
on and End. 

'Tis with an Account of this 
Sort that I malt endeavour to 
entertain yoUj arid Ihope^yout 
Cut iofity extends no fairthef. 

A3 \<fc^ 
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-I £hall not therefore in this 
Place take Romances in Verfe^ 
much lefs Epic Poems 3 which be- 
fide the Difference of their 
Style 3 are compos'd of very dif- 
ferent Eflentials which diftin- 
guifh them from Romances : Tho' 
in feveral RefpecTs there is a 
great Relation between them ; 
and according to Jrijiotle ( who 
informs us, That 'tis Fiction ra- 
ther than Verfe which makes a 
Poet) a Writer of Romance may 
be reckoned among the Poets. 
TetroniHs tells us. That Poems 
are to move in a great Circum- 
ference by the Miniftry of the 
Gods, and Expreflions vaft and 
audacious j fo that Firft, They 
may be looked upon as Oracles 
' throughout, from a Spirit full of 
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r^ury^and then for a faithful 
md exa& Narration. 

Romances preferve a much 
greater Simplicity^ and are not 
o exalted - y nor have the fame 
? igures in Invention and Expref- 
ion. 

Poems have more of the fub- 
iroe_, though they are not al- 
ways confined to Probability. 
Romances have more of Probabi- 
ity, though they don't advance 
b far toward the Sublime. 

Poems are more regular and 
*>rre& in the Frame of their 
Contrivance , and - receive Ie& 
addition from Events and Epi- 
bdes than Romances, ■ which are 
apable of thefe Acceffions,, b& 
aufe their Style is not fo eleva^ 
ed a and -they don't fo fair da* 

A 4 < deo&. 
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ftend the Intellect fo that tl 
give it leave to admit a grej 
Number of different Ideas. 

In (hort, Poems make fc 
Military A&,ar Politic Condi 
their Theme, and only defc 
upon Love at Pleafure j wh< 
as Romances y on the contra 
have Love for their Princi 
Subject and don't concern th< 
felves in War or Politicks, 1 
by Accident. I fpeak of Regi 
Romances , for. thofe in ( 
French y Spanijb 5 and It alii 
have generally more of the i 
dier than Gallant. 

This , induced Giraldi to o 
ceiye. That the Name Roma 
was derived from -a Creek Wo 
fign ify ing Force ztidStrengfh, Cu 
the Performances in that ki 
/ ' - ■/ -. A ma 
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made it their Bufinefs to Illi> 
ftrate and Difplay the Valoui 
and Atchievements of the Palla* 
dines j but Giraldi was miftaken 
in this y as you'll find herer 
after. ' 

Neither would I here be un- 
derftood to comprehend Hifto- 
ries- which are obferved to. con* 
tain many Falfities ; fuch is- that 
of Herodotus ( which } by the 
Way } is not ib Guiky in this 
Refpeft as fome imagine) : The 
Navigation of Hanno y the Life 
of ApoUonim wrote by PhUoJbnf 
tjtSy and many others; > 

Thefe Works are true in the 
Main, and falfe in Come Parts, */ 
Romances, on the contrary, ar<er 
ialfe in the Grofs^ and true in 
ibme Particulars.; I Thefe contain 
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Troth mingled with Falfliood ; 
thofe Falfhood irradiated by 
fome Infperiion of Truth j I 
mean., that Falfhood is fo Predo- 
minant in Romance, that it may 
be altogether Falfe in Whole 
and every Particular. 

Jrifiotk informs us,, That that 
Tragedy whole Argument is 
known 3 and extracted from Hi* 
ftory, is the moft Perfe&, be- 
cause it arifes nearer to Verifi- 
mility than that whofe Subject is 
New and Fictitious. However^ 
this he does not condemn , be- 
caufe tho' the Plot of the For- 
mer be taken from Hiftory, yet 
the Generality of the Spectators 
may be Ignorant of it, and there- 
fore this Sort can't fail to gftte 
Divetfion to the Company. Tile 
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fame may be apply'd to Roman- 
ces, with this Reftraintj that a 
total Ei&ion of the Argument is 
more allowable in Romances b 
where the A&ors are of indiffe* 
rent Quality, ( iuch ate the Co* 
mic ) than in Heroic Pel forman* 
ees, where Princes and Conque- 
rors are the Ghara&ers3 and 
where the Adventures are Me* 
morable and Illuftrious; becaufe 
it cao't be probable that great 
Tranfa&ions and Events lie' hid 
to the World y and neglected by 
Hiftorians j and Probability,, 
which is not always obferv'd-fcn 
Hiftory 3 is eflenttal to & Ri*- 
mance. 

I exclude that fort of Hiftory 
whkh is Ealfe throughout: the 
whole i Narration ^ but ^as in- 
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vented through the Deficiency of 
true Accounts and Information j 
fuch are the imaginary Originals 
of moft Nations , efpecially 
thdfe which are Barbarous. Of 
this kind are the Hiftories fo pal- 
pably forged by the Monk Annt* 
us ViterbenftSj which deferve the 
Indignation and Contempt of the 
Learned World. 

: There's the fame difference be* 
tweexi Romances y and thef/fbet 
of Works, as between thofe,' 
who by innocent Artifice DM* 
guizc . .themfelves in Mafquer 
rao!.c for, their own Pleafure, and 
the Diverfion of others, and 
thofe who auume the Name and 
Perfon of the Dead, or abfent, 
or poftefs themfelves of their 

Eftates, 
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Eftates., by the Colour of a Re- 
iemblance to them. 

Laftly, I {hall exclude Fables 
from my SubjecY, for Romance is 
a Fi&ion of Things which may, 
but never have bappen'd ; where- 
as the Matter of Fables is what 
never has, nor ever will be per- 
form 'd. 

Now I have determin'd the 
"Works which properly deferve 
the iNante of Romance , I affert, 
That their Original is derivM 
from the Eaflern Nations_, I mean 
th&.JElgfytMm, Arabians, *Perft- 
ans , i *md. Syrian^ I don't doubt 
your Concurrence with my Opi- 
nion, .when I.fliall have fhown, 
thatohe moft --Ancient Authors 
of this .Work' were defcehded 
from tnefe Countries. Ckarchux 
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who competed Books of L01 
was of CMcia, a Province ne 
Syria. JambHehns , who wrc 
the Adventure of Khodanes ai 
Sinenisy was Born of Syrian I 
rents 3 and educated at Babyi 
Heiiodorus y Author of the Stc 
of Theagenes and Chariclea, 'V 
of Emefa, a Town of Phanic 
Lucian 9 who wrote the Me 
morphofis of -Lucius into an >A 
was of Santo f out; the Mettiug 
lis of Comwagena^z Port of Sjpr 
Achilles latins } who wrote t 
Amour of Clitophon and Le#c 
£e _, was of Alexandria .in. 'a 
£>£*. The fabulous Hiftory 
Bar la am and Jofaphat, was co 
pos'd by St* John of Dan^h 
the Chief City of ^jyr/rf. Diem 
ft**; who compos'd four :B©c 
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of Fidions, not only incredible, 
as he Entitles them , but far di- 
ftant from the reach of Probabi- 
lity, was, as Photifts allures us, of 
the fame Dawafcus. The three 
Xenophons , Romancers , which 
Snidas fpeaks of j one was . of 
Antioch in = Syria , another of 
Cyprus, .an Ifland near that Nati- 
on. So that, this deferves to be 
ftiPd* the Countrey of the Ko- 
maftcers rather than Greece, whi- 
ther they were only transplant- 
ed ; tho' they lik'd the Soil fo 
well, and found it fo agreeable, 
,that ' they immediately took 
Root. 

«* Tis hardly credible how the 
AGri|!tusof thefe Peopte is difpo- 
•ifibd and addicted to Poetry y . In- 
nvchtJoni and Fiction. . ? All their 
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Difcourfe is Figures. They ne- 
ver exprefs themfelves but in 
Allegories. Their Theology and 
•' Fhilo'fophy, but principally their 
Politicks and Morals , are all 
difguifed under Fables and Para- 
bles. 

We may fee by the Hierogly- 
phicks of the Mgyptians, to what 
a degree that Nation inclined to 
be Myfterious ; every Thing 
with them was exprefsM by h 
mages ; all in Difguife. Their 
Religion was veiPd , and never 
difclos'd to the Vulgar, but un- 
der the Mask of Fables ^ which 
they never took off, but for the. 
Information of fuch as weis& 
thought worthy to be inkitte4 . 
into their Arcana. Herodotus 
fays > That the Cruks had frorti 

them. 
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them their My thology, and Theo- 
logy i and he relates fome Sto- 
ries which himfelf had learned 
from the JEgyptians, and for 
which he is thought too Credu- 
lous, tho' he delivers them only 
as Fables. However, it tickled 
the Genius, and fuited the Fan- 
cies of the Greeks } a Nation, as 
Herodotus affirms , -deiirous to 
learn, and entirely addicted to 
Novelties. 

'Twas without doubt from 

thefe Priefts, that Pythagoras and 

Plato, in their Voyage to JEgypt^ 

learned to Transform their Phk 

itJofophy, and hide it under the 

Shadow of Myftery and Diir 

^uife. 

As for the Arabians , if you 
enquire into their Books, you'll 
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find nothing but Unnatural Me- 
taphors, Similitude^ and Fi£H- 
ons. Their Alcoran is of this 
kind } and Mahomet declares 
that he made it fo, that it might 
be underftood with lefs Diffi- 
culty, and leave a more lafting 
Impreflion. They have tranfla- 
ted the Fables of JEfop into 
their • own Language, and fome 
of that Country have compofed 
others in Imitation of them. 
Locman , fo Famous in the Ea» 
fiern "Works , is no other than 
JEfop. His Fables, which thd 
Arabians amafled into a prodigt* 
ous Volume, raifed him fuch 
Reputation among them, thi 
the Alcoran beftows a partialis 
Chapter to Illuftrate his WifdomJ 
which bears his Name for itsTide. 

The 
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The Lives of their Patriarchs, 
Prophets^ and Apoftles, are all 
Fabulous. Nothing affe&s them 
fo nearly as Poetry y which is 
the Study of their Eminent Ge- 
nius's. This their Inclination is 
not Modern ; it prevailed before 
the Time of Mahomet, as ap»' 
pears from our having fome Per- 
formances of that kind y which 
bear as Ancient a Date. ILrpc- 
nins affirms, that alt the other 
Parts of the World together 
had not producM inch a Num- 
ber of Poets as Arabia. They 
reckon Sixty as Princes of their 
rofeflion ; each of which is at* 
nded by Troops of a lower 
fteem. The moil: llluftrious 
f ote upon Love ; and fome of 
their Books upon that Subject 

Wife 
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have been difperfed in the Wejk ; 
many of their Caliphs have 
thought this Art not unworthy 
their Application. Abdalla, one 
of theni y diftinguilVd him- 
felf in this Refpefr,, and com- 
posed a Book of Similitudes^ as 
Ebtacin informs us. 

HTis from the Arabians (in my 
Judgment) that we receive the 
Art of Rhyming ; and 'tis high- 
ly probable that the Leonine 
Verfes were made in Imitation 
of them : For it does not ap- 
pear, that this Way of Writing 
was introduced into Europe b& 
fore the Irruption of Taric an< 
Mn^a into Spain ; whereas wl 
find it very prevalent in the fol^ 
lowing Ages ; tho 3 otherwife * 
could produce that Rhymes 
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were not unknown to the Anci- 
ent Ramans. 

The Terfians have not at all 
come (hort of the Arabians, in 
the Art of Falfifying agreeably. 
For altho' they detefted nothing 
more, and forbad their Children 
nothing with greater Severity,' 
than Lying, yet in their Books, 
and Commerce of Letters, they 
were extremely delighted with 
them ,- if Fi&ions may properly 
be (aid to be Lies, We need no 
farther Conviction in this Point 
than the Fabulous Adventures of 
their Lawgiver Zoroafter. Strabo 
informs us, that their Teachers 
deliver 'd Moral Precepts to their 
tMfciples , under the Umbrage 
pT FL&ion ; and in another 
Place he tells us, there's, no Gre- 
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dit to be given to the Ancient 
Hiftories of the Perfians, Medes, 
and Syrians , becaufe of the 
ftrong Inclination their Writers 
had to relate Falfities for Truth ; 
fince the Compofers of Fables 
were in the Higheft Efteem^ and 
were fure the People would take 
Pleafure to read thofe Fabu- 
lous Recitals composed after the 
Manner of Hiftories. The Fa- 
bles of JEjop are fo much in Fa- 
vour with them, that they will 
have the Author to be their 
Countryman (the fame with Loc 
man, mention'd in the Ale or a^ a$ 
I have obferv'd) who is in fo high 
Reputation among all the Peopl* 
in the Levant, that they deipoit 
Phrygia of theHonour of his Birthj 
and vindicate it to themfelves. 

For 
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r the Arabians fay he was of 
i Race of the Hebrews ; and 
i Terfiatts aflertj that he was 
Arabian Negro, and lived in 
t Town CafuwitL) which is the 
''facia of the Antients. Others 
. the contrary (obferving his 
fe written by Mzrkond, to be 
ry agreeable to that of JEfop, 
uch Maxiwus Ylanndes has 
f t ; and taking Notice, that as 
e Angels give Wifdom to Lot* 
$» in Mirkond , fo Mercury be* 
>ws the fame upon JEftp } ac- 
•rding to FhiiojbratMS J) are per* 
raded that the Greeks have 
Aen Locman from the Orien- 
ts, and of him compofed their 
i&p. But I muft not here de- 
rmine this- Gonttovef fy. I (ha4l 
ily recommend what is faid by 

Svrata 
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Strabo to your Notice, That th« 
Hiftories of the People in the 
Eafl are ftufft with Lies, and ar« 
not at all Faithful or Exact j thai 
it is very probable they have 
been Fictitious in their Account 
of the Author, and Original of 
Fables, as well as in the 1 reft J 
that the Greeks are more Dili- 
gent, and of better Credit, both 
in their Chronology and. Hifto- 
ry; and that, the Conformity -*£ 
JM/rkond's hocman with the Mfof 
of TUnndes and ThiloJbratHs. ., 
does no more prove that jEfop, 
was hocman, than that hocmatk 
was JEfop. The Terfians h&vcl 
Sirnamed hocman the «&£*> fbg 
that ^f<?p was in Effect reckon^ 
in the Number of the Wihi 
They fay he was very well v§t* 

ted 
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Ced in the Science of Medicine, 
that he found out admirable Se- 
crets , and among the reft that 
^>f reviving the Dead. 

They have been fo laborious 
\n their Paraphrafes and Com- 
ments upon his Fables, that they 
* (as well as the Arabians ) have 
augmented them into a great 
Volume, a Copy of which is to 
be feen in the Vatican. His Re- 
putation has fpead as far as M~ 
gypt and Nubia, where his Cha- 
racter and Wifdom are in great 
Veneration. The Modern Turks 
have no lefs Efteem for him, 
and believe, with Mir kond } that 
he. liv'd. in David's Time; in 
which Account ( if he be really 

&f°Py an< ^ we mav confide in 
the Greek Chronology) they are 

* 
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not mi ft ak en above Four Hun- 
dred and Fifty Years, which is 
very excufable in the Turks, 
who rarely come, fo near 
in their Computation. Thb 
Opinion would agree better 
with Hefiody who was Qotempo- 
rary with Solomon ; and who (in 
the Opinion of Quimilian) de- 
ferves the Honour of the Inven- 
tion of Fables, which is attri- 
buted to Mjaf. 

There are no Poets that equal 
the Terfians in Licenfe \ they 
give themfelves to Falfify : The 
Lives of their Saints , the OrW 
ginal of their Religion, they 
a have fo disfigured in their Hifto- 
' ries (the Truth of which we 
know from the Relations cf the 
Greek* and Rontanjykhit we can't 

A be 
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be fure of any Thing they deli- 
ver. They have degenerated fo 
far from their once laudable De- 
teftation of thofe who advanced 
their own Intereft by Falfhood, 
that they now account it an Ho- 
nour to do fo. They are paf- 
(ionately fond of Poetry ; 'tis 
the Diverfion of the Princes and 
People. The chief Entertain- 
ment of a Feaft is wanting by 
the abfence of a Poet. The 
Works of Gallantry and Love- 
Stories have been Famous, and 
difcover the Romancing Genius 
of the Nation. 

The Indians alfo, Neighbours 
of the Terfians } had a ftrong 
Inclination to Fabulous Inventi- 
ons. Sandabar of that Country 
compofed a Book of T 'arables , 

B i ^Nxv&v 



a 8 The Original of 

which was Tranflated by the He- 
brews ) and is at this Day to be 
found in the Libraries of the 
Curious. Father PouJpn y the 
Jefuitj has joyned to his Fachy- 
meron y which he lately Printed 
at Rome y a Dialogue between 
Jbfolom, King of the Indies - y and 
a GymnofophiSi y upon feveral 
Qjieftions of Morality ^ where 
this Philofopher never exprefles 
himfelf but in Fables^ after the 
Manner of Mfop. The Preface 
to this Book imports ^ that it 
was carefully kept in the Trea- 
fuiy of the Charters of the 
Realm ; that Fer%oe^ Phyfician 
of Chofroe^^ King of Terfca, 
Tranflated it out of Indian and 
<Perftan D fome other out of Per* 
ft an into Arabian j and Simeon 

Sethi 
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Sethi " from Arabian into Greek. 

* 

This Book is fo little different 

from the Apologues, which bear 

the Name of the Indian Tilpay, 

and which were feen m French 

fome few Years fince,that there's 

no doubt but that it was either 

the Original^ or the Copy. For 

Yis faid that this TUpay was a 

Brachman , who had a Great 

Poll in the Affairs of State and 

Government of the Indies under 

fCirtg .Dabc'helin I that he com- 

pri2edall his Politics and Morals 

within this Book, which was 

prefervcd by the Kings of the 

Indies, as a Treafure of WiC? 

dom and Learning. That the 

Reputation of this Book being 

carried fo fir as to NoKchirevon, 

King of Terpa he procured ^ 

B 3 Coy? 
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Copy of it by the Intereft of 
his Phyficiarr, who tranflated it 
into Tertian j that Caliph Abut- 
afar Mmawunr caufed it to be 
tranflated from Terfian into Arar 
* bian j and another out of Ara- 
bian into Terfian ; and that after 
all thefe Terftan Tranflations, a 
New one was compofed difte* 
rent from all the former ; and 
from this came the French Tran- 
flation. 'Tis certain, that who- 
ever reads the Hiftory of the 
y pretended Patriarchs of the Jb> 
' mans, Brammond and Brentaw , 
of their Pofterity and Propaga- 
tion } will need no farther 
Proof to convince him of tliej 
Love this People have for Fables* 
This inclines me to believe that 
Horace, when he gave the Epi- 
thet 
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thet of Fabulous to the River 
Hydafpesy which arifes in thi* 
Country , meaned that it be- 
gins and ends its Courfe a- 
mong a People very much addi- 
cted to Ficlion and Difguife. 

Thefc Fictions and Parable* 
which you fee make up the 
prophatrie Learning of the Na- 
tions ■ » before-merition'd , have 
beeii fan&ify'd in Syria ; and 
die Sacred Authors complying 
with the Humour of the Jwjy 
made Ufe.of f them to exprefs the 
Infpi rations they receiv'd from- 
Heaven. The Holy Scripture is 
altogether Myfterious, Allegori- 
cal ', and ' - M /Ehigmatical. The 
taimu&iSis are' of Opinion that 
the Book of Job is no other 
than a Parable of the Hebrews 

B 4 "Vsrete 
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Invention ; this Bock 3 that : of 
David , the Troverbs Eeclefi- 
ajies y die Canticles , and all o~ 
ther Holy Songs> are Poetical 
Works abounding with; Figures, 
which would teem bold and vio- 
lent in Qur Writings^ and which 
are frequent in thofe of that 
Nation. The JBook of Proverbs 
is othcrwife. calj\jl the *P4rabole$ y 
becaufe Proverbs of this fort, 
according to the Definition of 
Quinttlian 3 are . only . mort . Fi- 
gures or Parables exprefsVi in 
little. 

The Book of CamicUs is a 
kind of Dramatic Poem , where 
the paflionate Sentiments of the 
Bridegroom and Spoufe are ex- 
preffed after a Manner fo ten- 
der and touching ^ that we 

mould 
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{Tiould be charmed and affe- 
cted with it j if the Expretfiort 
and Figures had a Httle more 
Conformity to our Genius ; or if 
we could Diveft our Selves of 
Prejudice , which difpofes us to 
diflike every Thing which is the 
leaft different from what we arc 
ufed to j tho' by this Practice we 
condemn our felves without per* 
ceiving it , fince our Lightnefs. 
never permits us to continue 
long in the Approbation of any 
Thing. 

Our Saviour himfelf fcarce 
ever gave any Precepts to' the 
Jews but under the VeiJ of Pa* 
rabies. The Talmud contains a 
Million of Fables y every one 
more Impertinent than the o* 
therj many of the Rabbins, 

8 ^ ta*&. 
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have fince explained^ illuftrati 
and digefted them ia their p 
ticular Works ; and befide t 
have compofed . feveral Poen 
Prologues and Apologues. 

The Cyprians and Cilici, 
have invented certain Fat 
which bore the Name of the P 
pie of thofe Nations j and 
particular Difpofition of the 
licians to Lying gave rife to < 
of the Ancienteft Proverbs 
Greece. 

In (hort, Fables have been 
fuch Vogue all oyer thefe Coi 
tries > that (according to the ", 
ftUnony of Luaan^ there w 
particular Orders of Men anjtj 
the Affyrians and Arabians ^h 
Cole Province was to explain '. 
blesj and who obferved fucj 

Regular 
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Regularity in their Life, that 
they extended it much farther 
than other People, 

But it is not enough to have 
difcovered the Original of K0- 
w antes ; we iriuft fee by what 
Streams they have fpread and 
convey'd themfelves into Greece^ 
and Italy, and whether they have 
pafied from thence to us j or 
we have received them from 
any other Nation. The lonians 3 
a People of Apa Minor , being 
raifed to great Power, and ha- 
ving acquired vaft Riches, im~ 
merfed themfelves into Luxury' 
arfd Voluptuoufnefs, and indul- 
ged' themfelves in all the Extra* 
vagancies of Plenty. 
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Cyrus fubdued then* by mi- 
king Crafus his Captive^ wit| 
whom he received all Afia Mino\ 
into his Sub je&ion. The Ferftam 
upon this Succefs admitted theii 
Manners . with their Laws . y anc 
mixed their Debauches, wit! 
thofe their own Inclinations fup 
plied them with,, and io grew ■ tc 
be the moft Yoluptupus N^tjipj 
in the World. TJbtey began t{ 
refine upon the Plcafaresfcf th« 
Table., by making the Additior 
qf Flowers and Perfumes. Thgi 
fjrft invented the Ornaments fq\ 
thejr Hpufes. The fincft . Woolfc 
and the richeft Tapeftries in tht 
WorJd were their Productions 
They invented the laf^iviQUj 
Dance, calPd the Ionic • and be 
came fo remarkable for Effemk 

i 

hacy. 



nacyj that it grew into a 
•verb. But the Milefiatis , ; 
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Pro- 
above 
all the reft , difeover'd the in- 
dulging Temper, furpafied them 
all in the Accuracy of their 
Pleafures- , and fliew'd the 
molt, lingular Tafte for Delica- 
cies. They were the firft who 
introduced the Art of Roman- 
cing among the Perfians \ when- 
they had had fuch Succefs in it 
thenifelves , that the Mile ft an 
Fables, the fame with Roman- 
ces, full of Love Adventures, 
and. Licentious Relations , ad- 1 
vanced into the Hipheft Ri plica- 
tion I Tis • probable Romances' 
were .Innocent 'till they fell into 1 
their Hands, and before f ectmn- 

' » - ■ 

ted only Angular and memo- 
rable Adventures. 
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But thefe were the firft 
corrupted theory and filled t 
with Lafcivious and A 
rous Narrations. Their W 
are devoured by Time : 
hear of no more than Ariflidi 
them, iwho was the moft 
mous of the Romancers, 
wrote feveral Books of V< 
called the Mileftan Fables 
find that one Dionyjius, a fl 
fiarij who lived under the R 
of D.arius the Firft , comp 
fome Fabulous HiftorieS ;* 
flnce I can't be certain whe 
this was any more than a coi 
ling of Ancient - Fables y ' 
can't fee fufficient Heafon.to 
lieve , that they could pf op 
be called Wkftari Fables ^1* c 

nun 
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number him among the Writers 
of Romance. 

The IottianSy defcended frori* 
Attica, and Tehponnefus ,out of the 
Deference they had for their 
Original, maintam'd a great 
Correfpondence with the Greeks* 
The Children of thefe Nations 
were fent from the one to the 
other for Education y that they 
might be the better acquainted 
with the Manners and Habit of 
Life of each other. By this 
Commerce Greece, which had of 
it felf Inclination enough to 
Fables, learned the Art of Ro- 
mances from the lonians , and 
improved it with great Succefs. 
But. to avoid Confufion, I fliall 
endeavour to give an Account 
of thofe Writers amongft the 

Greeks^ 
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Greeks y who have been moft 
Famous in this Art according to 
the Times they lived in. 
** I iind none before Alexander 
the Great, which p erfwade s me- 
that the Romancing Science made 
no coniiderable Progrefs among 
the Greeks before their Conqueft 
over the Perfians 5 from whom' 
they received it. * Ctearchns of 
Soft, a Town- of CilibtA p ■■ wjhfd 
lived in Alexander's Time : 3 a'riff 
was with him a Difciple to At&. 
Ji&tliy is- the firft whom I ob 1 
ferve to have Wrote Booki d£ 
Love ., tho' I am not well aife* 
red whether thefe were not *£' 
Colle&ion extra&ed from ^B* 
rtory or Vulgar Fable 3 likt? tfu& 
Which Fatihenius compofecl aft* 
der Augujkus ^ which is yet : Efc* 
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tant. That which confirms my 
Suipicion 3 is a little Story cited 
from him by Athen^us, which 
gives an Account of fome Marks 
of Love and Efteem which Ciyges^ 
King of Lydia^ expreflcd to one 
of his Court e fans. 

Antonius Diogenes ^ (according 
to the Opinion of Photons ) li- 
ved not long after Alexander £ 
and compofed a true Romance 
of the Amours of Vinias and 
Dercyllisy m Imitation of the 
Odyffeis of Homer and the Ad* 
venturous Voyages of *Vlyffes. 
This Romance^ though very Im- 
perfe& in feveral Particulars^ and 
fluffed with foolifli and extrava- 
gant Relations, fcarce excufable 
in a Poet y may neverthelefs be 
called Regular. Photius has an 
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Abftraft of it in his Bibliothtt 
and aflerts it to be the Origir 
of that which Lucian , Luciu. 
JajtifrlichuSy Achilles Tatins^ 1 
liodortts , and Damajcius , ha 
written in this Nature. Hovi 
ver, he adds in the fame Plai 
that Antonius ^Diogenes mat 
mention of one Antiphanes mc 
Ancient than bimfelf, who wrc 
a Book of wonderful Hiftor 
like his ; fo that we have t 
fame Reafun to believe,-. Tl 
he erected the Idea and Iiii 
tution of Romances, as/.ti 
Antonius Diogenes did. I ft 
pofe he muft be under ftoodi 
fpeak of Antiphanes the Goti 
Poet, whom Stephanns the G 
grapher , and others , affirm . 
have compofed a Collection; 

impt 
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Pertinent and incredibleRe- 
ons. He was of Berge y a 
wn of Thrace , but we can 
e no Information of what 
untry Antonms Diogenes was. 
[ can't tell precifely in what 
He Ariftides of Miletus lived ; 
: this we may be confident of, 
at it was before the Civil 
irs of Marius and SyUa 3 be- 
ife Sifenna , a Roman Hiftori- 
of that Time y tranflated his 
lefian Fables. . This Work 
s full of Obfcenities, and 
jn that Account gave great 
verfion to the Romans, fo 
t the Surenas, or Lieutenant- 
neral of the Parthian Govern* 
nt^ who defeated the Roman 
my under Craffus, when he 
Hid them among the Baggage 

of 
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of Rofcius 3 took Occafion be 
fore the Senate of Setmcia t< 
infolt and defame the tende 
and effeminate Difpolition c 
the Rowans., who in the time o 
War could not difengage their 
fclves of fo foft Entcrtaii: 
ments. 

Lucius of TatraSy huciati c 
Sawofata, and Jamblichus y liv£ 
very near the fame Time^ undc 
the Emperors Antoninus y an 
Marcus Aurelms. The firft < 
them imrft not be reckoned ; 
mong Romancers y for he n 
more than colfe&cd fome Met: 
morphoies of the Magical Trail 
formation of Men into Beaft^aii 
Beafts into Men ; dealing vet 
fimply and fairly ^ fince he b' 
Keved all that he wrote. Lucii 
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with much more Policy and 
Judgment, relates fome part of 
his Works only to expofe and 
ridicule them, in the Book which 
he called Lucius's Afi ; to inti- 
mate that the Fiction was origi- 
nally his. 'Tis in Effecl: an A- 
bridgment of the two firft 
Books of hncius\ Metamorpho- 
fis f ) and this Fragment lets us 
fee, That Thotius had great Rea- 
{on to arraign and decry his-ob- 
fcene . and fmutty Expreffions. 
This ingenious and celebrated 
AG y whofe Hiftory thefe Au- 
thors wrote, was extremely like 
another of the fame Worth and 
Merit, which Thotius fpeaks of 
from DamafciHs in this Manner : 
cc This. Afi, fays he, was the 
ic Beaft of a Grammarian na- 

„ • . • '% * - * f 
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cc med Atmnonius\ of fo gent 
and tender a Difpofitiow, 
an admirable and polite 
<c Tafte, that it would, glad 
cc forfake its Food, to hear Vc 
cc fes repeated, and be very fe 
<c fibly touched with the Bea 
Cf ties and Strokes of Poetry ' 
The Brdncakon is without dou 
an Imitation of this Afi of L 
cms, or that of ApuUius. Ti 
is an Italian FicYion , very ft 
of Elegance and Divertfip 
Luciatiy befides his Lucius, cor 
pofed two Books of wild ar 
extravagant Hiftoriesj which! 
declared to be fuch > and pro* 
fted that the Subjects of the 
were fuch as never had bed 
nor would be performed. Son 
obferving that thefe Books we 

addc 
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added to that which delivers 
Rules for Composing a good Hi- 
ftory j infer that he intended it 
as an Example of what He had 
enjoyned, tho' he himfelf de- 
clares in the Entrance of the 
Work , That he had no farther 
Defign in it, than to expofe 
thofe Poets , Hiftorians , and 
Philofophers themfelves 3 who 
exhibited Fi&ion for Truth with 
Impunity • and wrote fuch Re- 
lations of Foreign Countries, as 
Cleft as and Jambnlns had done. 
Now if this be true which Pho 
tins azures us, That the Ro- 
mance of Antonins Diogenes gave 
rife to thefe two of Lncian : 
We muft underftand that Lncian 
took Occafion from this, and the 
fabulous Hiftories of Cleftas and 
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JambuluSy to compofe.his own 
on purpofe to detect and con- 
demn the Vanity and Imperti- 
nence of theirs. 

About this Time Jamblichus 
publifli'd his Babylotiics 3 ( for 
that was the Name of it ) in 
which he vaftly outdid all who 
preceded him. For if we miy 
judge of it by the Fragment 
which Photius has left us of* it, 
his Defign comprehends but Qflfe 
Action^ adorned with all nece£ 
fary Improvements • and attend- 
ed with Epifodes 3 anting from 
the principal Subject. He has 
obferved Verifimility moft ex- 
actly j his Adventures are mixed 
with Variety without Confufiotv: 
We can find Fault with nothing 
but want of Art in the Cog&V 

vance 
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Vance.of his JPlot * that he has 
not been ftri& in following the 
Order of Time \ and that he 
<fid not admit the Reader into 
tie Middle fc of his Delign at his 
fifft fetting out, after the Exam- 
ple of Homer in his Odyjfeis. 
Time Has been Favourable to 
:his Piece, for it has been feen in 
he Library of the Efnrial. 

Heliodorus excelFd him in the 
)ifpofiti<Jn of his Subject, and 
ndeed in every other Particular, 
litherto the World had not 
een any thing better defigned, 
nd more compleat in Romance, 
han the Adventures of Theage- 
tes and Cbaricka : .Nothing can 
*e more chafte than their Loves. 
ty this it appears, (befide the 
honour of the Chriftian Religi- 

C g*°n, 

1 
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gion, which he profeifed)- thai 
he had in his own Nature fuel 
an Air of Virtue, as fliinc 
throughout the Work ^ in whicl 
not only JambUchtts, but almof 
all the reft, are inucli his Infer* 
ors. His Merit advanced him tf 
the Dignity of an Epifcopa 
See : He was Bifliop cf Trice* 
a -City of Thejfaly. Socrates re 
ports , that he introduced int< 
that Diocefe , the Caftom o 
Depofing fuch of the Clergy, ; 
did not abftain from the Wi 
men they had contracted befo 
their Admiffion into Ode 
This makes me very much 
fpe& what N kepborm , a cre< 
lous Writer, of little Judgm 
or Sincerity, relates ; Tltf 
Provincial Synod, underftaiM 
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r Danger which the Reading 
s Romance ( fo highly Autho- 
id by the Dignity of its Au- 
>r ) might expofe Young Peo- 
to ; propofedj that he mould 
[ier confent to the Burning of 
Book; or the Resignation of 
Biflioprick ; and that he ac- 
ited the latter of the Conditi- 
j. For the reft, I cant but 
tiife, that a Learned Man of 
j Age mould fufpedt 3 whe- 
:r this wa9 the Book of Helio- 
M, Bifliop of Tricca, or no J 
tt Socrates y Vhottus^ and A/feg- a*»y*- 
trtt* ? had 5 given fuch evident . 
ftimonies of it. Some have 
*n of Opinion, that .he lived 
DUt the m & tfte^eWth/! 
p ; confounding hfm'wiA • 
UtokrM the ArdbUk/ wfcofe 

C 2 Life - 

i 
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Life Thibjiraifts has writ, among 
thofe of the other Sophifts. But 
it is known, that he was Cotem- 
porary with Arcadins and Hono- 
r/us i and we find in Fhotinsh 
Catalogue of the Romancers^ 
who he thought wrote in Imi- 
tation of AntoninsDiogenes y where 
he names them in a Chronologi- 
cal Order j he has placed Helio- 
dorns after Jamblkhus y and be? 
fore Datttaj'cMs , who lived in 

the Ti me °^ tne Emperor Jufk* 
man. 

According to this Account, 
Achilles , Tatins , who wrote a 
Regular Romance of the Jhr 
rnpurs of Clitopbon and Lencippe. 
©ught to have preceded ; tho' 1 
can find no certain Account, to 
juftify my Opinion. Others think 

him 
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him more recent in his Stvle : 
However, he is not to be com- 
pared to Hdiodorus y either tor 
the Regularity of his Manners, 
the Variety of Events , or the 
Artifice of Unravelling his Plots. 
Indeed his Style is to be preferr'd 
to that of Heliodoms y becaufe 
'tis more Simple and Natural \ 
whereas the other's is more for- 
ced. Some fay y ■ that he was a 
Chriftian y and a Bifhop too. 
Tis ftrange, that the Obfceni- 
ty of his Book mould be fo ea- 
ftly forgot j and more fo , that 
the Emperor Leo, firnamed the 
Fhilofapher y mould commend the 
Modefty of it , in an Epigram 
which is yet extant ; and hot 
only permit, but recommend 
the Reading of it with the cTo- 

C 3 &fc 
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feft Application, to all tl 
who profefs the t*ove of C 

ftity. 

I am afraid I fhall be implc 

ed of Raflinefs , if I aflign 
next Place to ' Athctfajgprqf- , 
der whofe Name there go< 
Romance, the Title of wl 
is , Of True and TcrfcSi L, 
This Book has not appeare* 
any Language but J£r«pch ± 
Ikmeis Tranflation j who; l 
us in his Preface > that he 
'the Cr^jfc Original from Mr 
. l»waw y ,.Prothpnotary ©f , 
Cardinal d* s 4wta£n&c ' y \ 

that he never faw it elfewto 
T ^Qp .dare add, 'twas nc 
r '(^ei^ lince'i fyt tfye .Nam* pj 
1%' npvier mentioned . . tfcfl 

hnqjff of, in the Cattfcg»« 
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any Libraries ; and if it is at 
all in Being, 'tis buried among 
Duft in the Clofet of fome Illi- 
terate Perfon , who poffefles the 
Treafure, and knows not of itj 
or elfe 'tis in the Hands of the 
Invidious, who won't oblige the 
Publick with it \ tho' 'twould 
not be hi the leaft to their Dis- 
advantage. The Translator adds 
further, that he believes it to be 
tfre Produ&ion of that Famous 
jbhenag&ras, who writ the Apo- 
logy for the Chriftian Religion, 
in the Manner of a Legation, 
(and addrefs'd it ,to the Empe- 
rors Marcus Aurehus^ and Com" 
modus) and another Treatife of, 
the Refurre&ion. The chief 
Reafon for his Opinion , i* the 
Conformity of his Style ; which 

C 4- W- 
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he had a good Opportunity 
judge of } becaufe he had i 
Originals before him. He tal 
it for a True Story , not und 
ftanding the Art of Romaru 
For my part , tho' I can't p 
nounce of it with Certain 
becaufe I have not feen the C 
ginal in Greek ; yet the Readi 
the Tranflation , inclines me 
think , that he had feveral fu 
cient Grounds, to afiign the i 
thor of it to be Athenagotas \ 
Apologift. For the Apolog 
was a Chriftian j and this {pes 
of Divinity, after a manner 1 
ry jnconfiftent with any , h 
one of that Profeffion : As wh 
he makes the Priefts of Am* 
declare, cc That there is but O 
cc Cod j and that every Nad 

dc 
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: defirous to reprefcnt his Efc 

: fence to the Simple > had in- 

: vented feveral Images, which 

: exprefled but the fame Thing. 

* That their true Signification 

being defaced by Time , the 

Vulgar believed there were 

; fb many Gods, as they fit w 

: Images : That this was the O* 

: riginal of Idolatry. That 

Bacchus, when he built the 

Temple of Amnion y placed in 

' it no other Image than that of 

: God j becaufe as there is but 

: One in Heaven , which con- 

: tains but One World ; in this 

: World there is but One God > 

c who is communicated hvSpt* 

' rit. 

He makes this, and much 
fiore, faid by fome Mgyftian 

C 5 Mer* 
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MeEckants., •■ tf • That the Go4; 
£ - c - |}je. Fabfe 3. denoted the 4i 
« tent Qfffi&iom qf sltis. §* 
cc . sejga., an4 only QtajSfcc 
cc f y a r who is. without - fecj 
«S , ningj j a»4f . without J£i 

Wfeow. he <rik>QbfGMjECj ;: 

E&rk^ becjaufe. he k Iavifl 
iwd .jpwmptch^nfiblc. Fa«t 
th& Difcowfes ©f the Priefts , 
JWefl&iStt* . . -Uppn *&e fife 
# E%W&s very . muck i;eie|i 
jthofg of Jtkqwg»ras x in, hi* 
gajtionr* v The Apologift wj 
Priefr pf Athws ■. j this jwaj 
Alhwan F^ilofopher ; Both {j 
Men qfSenfe 3 and Learn: 
and great Penetration into, A 
quity. 



j 
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But on ! the other fide , we 
have many Reafons to fufpeft, 
not only that this is not Athena- 
gorar the Chriftian^ but that the 
Book it felf is a mere For- 

•_:•■■■'. » 

g«y-" :;..'• 

-' rhotmSy giving an Exa& Ac* 
count of the Cbmpofers of Ro- 
mances before his Time , takes 
iio Notice of him at all. No 
Body ever faw a Copy of this 
Work in any Library ; and' 
that which the Tranflator made 
#i(e of 3 never appeared fince.. 
Befides, he reprefents the Habi- 
tatton^ Life^ and Conduct o£V 
thePriefts and Religious of Am- 
mm j lb very life :■ the Gonventk 
and Gcveniment f our Monks 
and Fria's, tb : it ill accords 
with what Hi.tory informs us 3 
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of the Time when the Monaftic 
Life began, and when it arrived 
to Perfe&ion. 

Among all this Obfcurity, 
what feems moil probable to 
me , is , that Vis an Ancient 
Work, but of a later Date than 
the Apology. 

For I obferve fuch a Profound 
Knowledge, both in Matters of 
Nature and Art ; fo great an 
Intimacy with the Annals of 
Time paftj fo many Curious Re- 
marks, not taken from Ancient 
Authors which are left us, but 
which relate to , and explain 
them j fo much of the Greek 
Phrafe, which one may difcoyer 
throughout theTranflation j and 
over all , a certain Character of 
Antiquity , which cannot be 

coun- 
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counterfeited ; that I can t be 
perfuaded that it^ any Pro- 
duction of Fume^m/koCe Learn- 
ing was but indifferent ; or that 
the moft Able and Ingenious 
Perfon in thofe Days., could de» 
vife any Thing like it. If Fb&- 
tins hath not mentioned him; 
how many other Great and Fa- 
mous Authors have efcaped his 
Cognifance, or his Diligence! 
If in our Days only one Copy 
was found y which perhaps is 
iince loft ; how many other Ex- 
cellent Works have undergone 
the fame Deftiny ! If this fails 
of giving you Satisfaction , and 
you'll oblige me to extend my 
Conjectures, and attempt to find 
out the Precife Time of its Pro- 
duction y I have nothing left to 
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fupport my OpiaiGH^ bofrolh 
Paifegc'tin-jht Preface i& th 
Work ; •vJM^ he compfemi c 
the fetal Blow his Country >i 
tbms was about to receive., "» 
die General Deiolation <>f Greece 
which: can't be underftood, to 
of the Irruption of the -Scytb, 
arts into Gritce, which happed 
under the Empire of 6atirtm# 
or elfe that of Marie ^ King* 
the Goflfef , which fell out? in tl 
Time of Arcadkts ami Jionorm 
For Athens was not fack'd fiSd 
Sjrftz's Time., till the Invafion* t 
the Scythians , which was abet 
Three Hundred and fifty TfeJ) 
after 5 which preceded that?' < 
the Goethe fame Term of'Ywti 
But I fee more Reafon to ajip! 
the Words of the Author i 
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the Conqttcft of Aktk , bccaufe 
the Scythians were foon repulfed 
ftoin Athens , before rbey had 
done, much Mifchief ; but the 
Qeths . tteaied them ^ith much 
more Rudeneis, and left behind 
them fad Instances of their Bar- 
barous. Cruelty. SynefitWy who 
lived at that Time f (peaks* of 
them, in the fame Terms with 
<m# Author ;. and-, vwitH him, 
laments to fee Learning,- and the 
Liberal Sciences, ravaged by the 
Barbarians , in the very Place of 
their Birth , and Seat of their 
Empire. However, this Work, 
which bears the Name of Jtbe* 
nagoras^ is invented with Wit, 
conduced with Art, Sententi- 
ous, and full of Excellent Mo- 
ral Precepts : The Events agree 
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with Verifimility j the Epifodes 
are drawn from the Subject ; the 
Chara&ers clear and diftind: 
decorum is exa&ly preferved 
throughout : Nothing low ; no- ' 
thing forced, or like the Pedan- 
tic Style of the Sophifts. 

The Argument is double; 
( which makes one of the great 
Beauties of our Modern Come- 
dy) for befides the Adventttft 
of Theagenes and Charicka, he 
delivers that of Pberecydes and 
Malattgenia; which evinces the 
Miftake of Giraldi 3 who be» 
lieved the Multiplying of A£ft» 
ons was the Invention of the*!* 
tali an s ; whereas the Greeks, and 
our Old French y have pra&ifed-it 
before them. The firft, with 
Depend ance and SubordinatWfo 

to 
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o one Principal AcYion^ follow 
be Rules of an Heroick Poem j 
s Athenagoras and Heliodorus have 
lone y tho' not fo accurately : 
lut our Old French have multi- 
plied them without Order, Con- 
texion, or Art. Thefe the Jta- 
ans have imitated, borrowing 
»f them their Romances y with 
heir Imperfections. Here we 
ind Giraldi in a worfe Error 
ban the former : He endeavours 
ex commend this Vice, and turn 
t into a Virtue : Whereas^ if it 
►e true what himfelf afierts, that 
Romance mould refemble a 
'erfe& Body y and confift of 
aany different Parts and Propor- 
ions all under one Head ; it 
bllows , that the Principal A- 
tion of a Romance mould t>c 
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Simple and filuftriousy above 
reft ; that the Subordhiate o 
which are as it were the M 
bers, ought to have ftelatioi 
this Head, yield to it in D^ 
ty and Beauty, adorn, fuft 
and attend it with Dependar 
otherwise it would be a Bi 
with many Heads,- Monftf* 
and Deformed.' '■* ^fhfe Exan 
of Ovid, alledged in his Fav< 
and that of other Cyckt Pd 
which might be dted -for 
fame Pfirpofe , : does not yat 
him at all : -For the Metairior\ 
fes of the Ancient Fable, wJ 
Ovid propofed to amafs into < 
Poem, «■ eohfifting alt of Afti 
which- have no Dependance 
Relation one .to the other £ j 
being all verp- wear of an 



1 1 
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[ual Beauty and Eminence, 'twas 
s impoffible to digeft them into 
me Regular Body 3 as 'twould 
»e to ere& a Compleat Stru- 
hite with no Materials but 
and. The Applaufe which the 
r aulty Romances of his Nation 
ave received y does yet juftify 
ihn the lefs : We : are not to 
udge.of a Performance, by the 
dumber., but Sufficiency of the 
Vpprobators. Every one afiumes 
f> himfelf the Licenfe. to judge 
ff y and.cenfure Poefieaiid Ro- 
lWucc : The Sumptuous Palaces 
n4 Common Streets are made 
Fribunals, where the Merits of 
be Qieateft Works . receive ': ;» 
uppeme l^ecifion. Them evccy 
ne ihoots his "Bolt > and boldly 
refumes to fet au Eftimate of 



*«* 
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an Epic Poem > upon the Read- 
ing a Single Companion^ or Dc- 
fcription. One Verfe a little 
harih 3 which the Subjeft or 
Place, does fometimes require, 
deftroys the Reputation of t&e 
Whole. One Happy Thought, 
or Tender Sentiment, makes the 
Fortune of a Romance : Ode 
Ex predion y or one Superannit 
atedWord, defaces it. But UN 
Authors of them won't ftand* 
thefe Determinations ; but (Ift 
the Comedian in Horace y wist 
when he was hiffed off the Stag 
by the People, was fatisfied wil 
j the Approbation of a few 1ft 

\ derftanding Perfons ) they il 

1 content if they pleafe the NicSf! 

and moft Able Judges, who '*! 
directed to pafs Sentence by oth< 

. Km 
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indof Rules j which are known 
fo few, that (as I have alrea- 
f obferved ) a Good Judge is 
rarely to be found as a Good 
pmancer, or a Good Poet: 
nd that in the {mail Number 
: thofe who underftand , and 
.n judge of Profe, we can hard- 
find one^ who understands 
aetry, and who is convinced of 
le vaft Difference between that 
jrt and Profe. Thefe Critics, 
hofe Sentence is the certain 
ule to value Poems or Roman- 
es by, did concede to Giraldi, 
lat the Italian Romances ha *i 
lany Good Things in them, and 
eferve many other Commenda- 
oiis, but not thofe of Regu- 
irity, Contrivance, or Juftnefs 
f Defign. , • 
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I return to the Romance c 
Athenageras ; where the Dftcc 
very of the Plot , tho' withoi 
Machine, is lefs happy than th 
reft j it goes not off fmartly < 
nough ; it prefents it felf^ bt 
fore the Paflion and Impatiehc 
of the Reader are fuffitientlj 
wanned , and is made with ten 
much Repetition. But his great 
eft Fault is his Extravagant'' 
ftentatk>n 3 with which for effl 
plays his Skill in Archite&tij* 
What he writes y might befftfl 
mirable elfe where, but is- Vk? 
oH and Impertinent where K! 
difpofesft. « For a Poer>/fa*£ 
GiraUi, ought not, ' in defttt« 
bing a Fabric , tb-fliew kffl 
« felf taTAichted''; fbrMiiY ' 
« king Notice of PartJcift 

cc be 
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{ belonging to that Art, he 
leaves what is prpperly a Po» 
: et's Bui]n£f« ^ whaeh he ought 
•principally to regard, if he 
: expels Commendation : Be- 
: fide$, fuch Mechanic Defcrip- 
: -, tipns cUsbafe the Work. > are 
: . tod, /paean , aod fa* - below the 
: Grandeur and Magnificence of 
•' an Heroic Poem. 
He has takea inarvy Thirigs 

rocp Bdiodorw y, OJT UHiisdorus 
romhira; foe as I believe thefti 
^temporaries, I carx't determine 
o which of them the. Glory of 
he Invention ought tr> be. aicri- 
>ep\ The > Names i -and ' Chata* 
iers of Theagenes and Char ideg y 
efembte thofe of Tibftr^rtf 4 and 
Iwrigfaii TJmgnes. m&€bat* 
ka fee, and fall in ivQve wdt 

each 
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each other , at a Feaft of J 
nerval as "theagenes and Cha 
clea do at the Feaft of Apa 
Athenagoras makes one Haront 
tes Governor of the Lower i 
gypt : Heliedorus makes Oroom 
tes Governor of Mgyfi. M 
nagoras feigns theogenes ready 
be facrificed by the Scythian 
Heliodcrus makes Theagenes abc 
to be a VicVim to the JEthh 

j 

ans : And Athenagoras, like I 
libdoms, has difpofed his Wo 
into Ten Books. 

I (hall not place the Books 
Paradoxes of Damafcins, an Hi 
then Philofopher, who lived n 
der Jnfiinian , among the Nu 
ber of Romances. For tho' Pi 
tins obferVes, that he imitat 
jfotonins Dwgtnes> the Model 
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3reek Romancers j 'tis to be un- 
lerftood, that like him be com- 
>o£ed Hi (lories, .Fabulous and 
ncredible , but not Romantic, 
ipr after the manner of Ro- 
fiances : For he # related only 
he Apparitions of Spe&res, and 
goblins y and Events above Na- 
ure y either too lightly to be 
reditedj or invented with little 
kddrefs; becoming the Atheifm 
nd Impiety of the Author. 

Two Years after DamaCcius, 
/as the Hiftory of Barlaam and 
f ofaphat y compofed by St. John 
Jamafcenus. Many Ancient Ma- 
ufcripts afcribe it to John the 
matte 3 who lived in the Time 
•f Tbeodofius j but without Rea- 
on, as BiUhts makes it appear '■> 
ccaufe the Difputes againft the 

D Y<^ 
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lconochjisy which arc inferted ii 
this- Work 3 were not moved J 
that Time, nor long after , bj 
Leo Ifanricns the Emperor , tm 
der whom St. JofM Damafceum 
lived. 5 Tis a Romance ", but i 
Spiritual one : It treats of Love 
but Yis the Love of God i'-^h 
there find much Bloodmed ; fori 
'tis the Blood of Martyrs : it f 
written in the Form of -an 'iff 
ItorVj' not according .tt* ^tm 
Rules of a Romance ; tho'Vcfi 
ilmility is exa&ly enough obfr| 
ved. It bears with it fo HM 
Marks of Fiftion, that it fc^S 

— " * 

to be rea d . but with fome : HHI 
Judgment to difcover it. '•'■ 
the other Particulars of it , *ot| 
may detecl the Fabulous GcHtti 
cf the Author's Nation , : 'by ■# 
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•cat Number of Parables^ Com* 
irifons, and Similitudes,- which 
e very liberally differ fed -in 

' ■ ■ 

The -Romance of Tlxodomf 
rodromns, and that which iorne 
tribute to Enflatlnus Bifliop of 
bejfaknka, who ftouriihed in 
fe Empire of Mamtel Comvenns y 
>out the Middle of the Twelfth 
ge, are much of the fame Na- 
tre. The firft contains the A- 
xiurs of Dojicles and Khodan- 
* j the other 3 thofe of Africnds 
id Ifmwie. Monfieur Ganlmem 
is made both of therti Pv&iic,, 
ith his Translation^ and Notei 
c fays nothing of Enftathius^ 
1 the Preface to the Book which 
?ars that Name : Fll- interpret 
s Silence in his Favour ;. arid 
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3>elievCj that that Ingenious Mai 
■could not fall. into the Error oi 
thole, who perfuade themfel vcs. 
that the Learned and Famous 
Commentator upon Homer, was 
capable of writing fuch a Mife- 
rable Work as this. Befides ; 
ibmc Manufcripts read the Au- 
thor Eumatbius 3 and not £*t/2p- 
thiusi However- that be 5 no- 
■thing is more frigid, empty ^ and 
impertinent ; No Decorum 3 no 
Verifimilityj no Conduct is pre- 
served. 'Tis the Work of fome 
School-boy , or wretched Peda- 
gogue, who defer ved to be a 
School-boy all the Days of, his 
Life. 

Theodoras trodrotnus is little 
better ; however, he has fome* 
thing more of Act 5 tho' it be 
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fcarcely perceivable. He never 
extricates himfelf , but by Ma- 
chinery. He underftands not 
how to make his Actors preferve- 
<9ie Juftnefs and Uniformity of 
their Characters. His Work i& 
rather a Poem, than a Romance, 
for iris writ in Verfe $ and this- 
makes his Style (which is too 
Licentious, and full of Figures) 
the more pardonable : But fince 
his Verfe is Iambic , ■• which is- 
extreniely like Profe, I can't- 
exclude him from it. Some dy- 
ke was a Ruffian by Birth , a- 
Prieft, ar Poet, a Philbfophcrj 
and a Phyliciaa. 

My Judgment upon the Pa- 
ftorals of Longts the Sophift, is 
the fame with that I gave of the 
Two former Romances. For 

D 3 ^ 
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tho" the Learned of Late Ti«fc$ 
have commended them for their 

i 

Elegance and Agreement, joined 
to a Simplicity proper to tbe 
Nature of tbe Subjects j yet \ 
can obferve nothing in it, but- 
that Simplicity, which fometimes 
declines to Childilhnefs and Is** 
pertinence. There is nothing JB 
it of Invention', or CpndufSh 
He begins grofly in the fyiXihld 
his Shepherds , and end* wj£l 
their Marriage. He rievtar jfjffld 
vp.bi* Adventures^ Ismt IfyMi* 
ehincs improper , and ill coeti*! 
ved. Hi* ExpreiHons are ftijfri 
fcene , that one rrmft be ; foiMfe 
wj*afc<t>f a.Cygie,*, t $# rcadvtiifesB 
withWt .BMiirig. * Hi* Styjft 
4drsrnet defers the Comflieifr 

;■• '. ■■■.:? -rr j>* : :■ ■ ,1 • -. ; datfaltif 

■ •/ ■ ■ L 
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(fattens it receives. ? Tis the Style 
. of 1 a Sophift^ luch as he was.; 
> like that of EujlathhtSy and 'IheQ- 
donts Frodronmsy wlych partakes 
of the Orator and Hiftorian, 
thcT it be proper for neither of 
them, 'Tis full cf Metaphors, 
Antithcfes, y Figures,, which daz- 
zle, and furprize the Simple, and 
tickle the Ear. without iathfv- 
ihg the Mind \ inftead of En- 
gaging the Reader, by the No- 
velty ,of Events , the Arrange- 
ment and Variety of Matter , a 
dear and clofe Narration , at- 
tended by a finooth and regular 
Cadence, which always advances- 
within the Subject. 

He endeavours v ( as all; So- 
phifts do} to entertain his Rea« 
det with . Accidental Defcripti? 
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ons : He leads him out of the 
way j and while he admits him 
(o far into a Country he did" 
not look for^ he fpends and ex- 
haufts the Attention and Impa- 
tience he had to arrive at the 
End he propofed. I tranflated 
this Romance^ when I was a 
Child j which is the only Age 
it will pleafe. I mall not teft 
you in what Time he liv'd : None 
of the Ancients ha ve.made Mel* 
tion of him j and he bears 1W 
Indication to encourage any *«Q* 
pinion, unlefs it be the Purity a§ 
his Style j which makes me "fee* 
Keve him more Ancient than the* 
Two former. ma 

For the Three Xettophons y >whd 
were Romancers 3 which Snidar 
fpeaks of; I can fay no moot 
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than he has done : That one of 
them was of Autwch ; another 
of Ephefus -j the -Third of Cy- 
prus : All of them wrote Love- 
Stories. The firft gave his Book. 
the Name of Baby Ionics ; die 
Second entitled his the Ephefi- 
aes y and relates the Amours of 
Hahtectotas and Anthea y the 
Third named his the Cyfriacs j 
where he recounts the Amours 
of Cynaraf y Myrrhay, and Ado- 
nis. 

I ought not to fofget Par the- 
mm of Nicoea ,. frpm whom we 
receive a Collection of «Love- 
Hiftories y which he infcribes to 
the Foet Cornelius G alius, in the 
Reign of AttguftHS. Many of 
them are drawn from the. Anci- 
ent Fable; and all from Ancient 

D 5 A** 
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Authors, which he cites. Some | 
of them iecm to be Romantic, ! 
and to have been extracted from \ 
tlie Milefian Fables ; as that of 
Erippe zndZanibus^m the Eighth; J 
that of folycrius and ttogneU, 
in the Ninth. ; that of Luconie • 
and Cyanippe , ia . thfc Tenth j ! 
that of N<w>:<* and Hypficreon, \ 
and Promedon, in the EigbtecnUi 
Chapters. For beftdes that tlttefe 
Adventures are afcribed to JM(- 
&//rf« Perfons^ it does not at; all 
appear , that they have beeii ta- 
ken either from the Fabley^itfr 
Ancient Hiftory. The ;fil«e 
■ may be faid of (be hmmtf&Hf 
Canmis and -Biblis y ChiWrenKtff 
the Founder of MrhtHs y _ Avhi&i 
he reports in the Eleventh Chas- 
te*. They- are a Fi&ion 6f the 
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krontrey which have made it 
amous, and?have confecratcd it 
i the Ancient Mythology.. This 
owcver I offer, . as a (light Con-* 
?e"hire. 

In my Account, I diftinguifli 
ie Regular Romances ,• from 
iafe which are not -fa. I call 
iiofe Regular, which are con> 
ofed after the Rules of an He- 
tic. Poem. 

The Greeks , who have fa 
appilv improved moft Arts 
nd Sciences, that they may be 
eckoned the Firft Inventors of 
hem , have alio cultivated the 
lit of Romances. They have ' 
efornVd it from the RiuleDreis 
t appeared in among the Oricn* 
als : They have reduced it into 
t more Regular Sh**>e.^&\v\QC\\sj^ 
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it to the Rules of the Epopee, and . 
joining thofe Different Parts in- 
to One Compleat Body , which 
made up the Romances of for- 
mcr Times , without Order, or 
Difpofition. Of all the Creek 
Romancers I have named, they 
who obferved thefe Rules y are % 
only Automus Diogenes, Lucia*, 
Athcuagoras y Jambhchus, Helior 
dor us 3 Achilles Hatius, Ettftathir 
us y and Theodoras Prodromus. I 
don't mention Lucius of Patra$ 3 
nor Damafeius y whom I have 
not enrolled among the Authors 
of Romances. St. John Dm 
ntafecmis y and Longus , might 
eafily have reduced their Works 
under thefe Laws j but they ei* 
ther were ignorant of them,- or 
defpifed • them. I can't affirm 
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any Thing of the Three Xen<* 
fhons, becaufe we have nothing 
of them left us. Neither can I 
afiert any Thing of Arijtides y 
and thofe who followed him in 
Compofing the Mileftan Fables* 
I believe however , thefe latter 
confined themfelves to fome 
Rules or Meafures, which I ob- 
ferved in the Works Time has 
preferv'd to us,which were wrote 
in Imitation of them , as the 
tyUtanwrphofis of Apukins^ which 
is regular enough. 

Thefe Mileftan Fables had 
been tranfported into haly y long 
before they had made this Pro- 
grefs in Greeee. They were firft 
received among the Sybarites , a . 
People Voluptuous to the high- 
eft Extravagance. This Con- 
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formic y of Humour which they 
had with thcMik turns, eftablilh- 
cd a reciprocal Commerce of 
Luxury and Pieaiure^ and uni* 
ted them to well, that Heirdoms 
allures us, he knew no People 
fo ftrictty allied. They then 
learned of the Milefians the Art 
of Fi&ion ; To that the Sybari- 
tic. Fables were as common iii 
htdty y as the hlilefian wer* 19 
Alia. It is hot eafy to deter- 
mine what was their ,Modc& 
Hejychius informs -us, in one 
PafTage very much corrupted; 
that Mjof being in Italy , tik 
Fables were fo very well recftf- 
ved there y that the People? Mf* 
proved upon them;* and whefc 
they had altered them, named 
them Sybaritic* j fo that they ht> * 
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came a Proverb : But he does 
•not difcover wherein the Altera- 
tion coniifted. Suidaj believed;, 
they were like thofe of JEjbp'y 
but he is miftaken in this* as 
well as many other Places. The 
Old Commentator upon Ariflo* 
■fhanes faith, That the Sybarites 
made uie of BeaUs in their Fa- 
bles, and JEfop v£ Me* in his. 
Thk Parage is certainly cor- 
rupted : For as it appears that 
JEfop\\ Tables employed Beasfs 3 
it follows, that thofe of the Sy- 
batit&s made ufe of Men. He 
iftforms|» iri-exprefs Terms, in 

■anotliet'lPlaee, that thoie of the 
• Sybarites we*e plekfant^ and pro- 
voked^ Laughter. I find a Piece 
of one of them in JElian. Tis 
* a little Story, which he faith he 
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took from the Hiftory of tire 
Sybarites j ( I fuppofe he means 
their Fables ) You may judge 
of them by the Story it felf. 

A Child of Sybark going to 
School along, with Jb» Msfie» y 
met in the Street one that 
fold Figs y and floje one of 
. t\xm from him :' The M#> 
fier chiding hint j fnatebts 
the Fig from him y and eali 
it* ■■ ,-. -a 

* ■ •■'■: -■» 

Thefe Fables were not ottty 
facetious , but firmtty. . ; ? Qfyd 
places the Syharitid* y wjitcb Y/j&e 
compofed not lp$g before Vlfr' 
Time , among the: moft ha&iwh 
ous Performances. Many Leaj*- 
ed Men. believe, that he intend ' 

the 
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the Work of Hemitheon the Sy- 
barite y which Lucian fpeaks of^ 
as a Mafs of Smuttinefs. This? 
appears to have no Ground ; 
For one can't imagine, that the 
Sybaritida agreed with the Book 
of Hemitheon _, in any thing more- 
than the equal Obfcenity of 
them both ; and this was con> 
men to all the Sybaritic Fables. 
Befidcs this , the Sybaritida were 
compofed not long before 0- 
vitPs Time 5 whereas the Town 
Syharfc was demoliuVd by the Cre** 
toniates Five Hundred Years be* 
fore him : So that 5 tis more cre- 
dible; that the- Sybaritida were 
compofed by feme Roman, and 
received that Name y becaufe 
they were compofed in Imitati- 
on of the Sybaritic Fables. A 
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Certain old Author, whofe Name 
I believe you don't much value, 
.gives us to under ftand y that 
their St vie was concife and La- 
conk j but all this doth note* 
virice, that they had nothing of 
the Romance in them. 

This Parage of Ovid make, 1 ? it 
clear, that in hisTTime, the-Jvfi* 
nums had given &4rWWe~fft 
the Fables of the §ybari#f ■ An4 
he inform us in; t^e faine J&qjfe 
that the Eamous, Wiftor&ft Sgj^m 

na had tfajifl^^ it &<»>», M& . 
hbkfian Fables o£4riflid*Si. T& 
Sifemia. lived in %Ha l s t Trme^ JMlA' 

was ( with Him ) of tfc« Gftftt- 

and Illuftriou^Wity ojf {t$fe 
Hiftojry q& Uk ; ? Cp«in$rOr 3 i :*u|ii> 
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was preferred to all the Authors 
of his Nation^ who went before 
him. 

If the Reman Commonwealth 
difdained not the Reading of 
tliefe Fables , while it retained 
an Auftere Diicjpline , and Ri- 
gid Manners % 'tis no wonder, 
when it was reduced under the 
Powqr of Empercrs , and was. 
abandoned by the Influence o£ 
their Example, to Luxury awl 
Pfeaftiru, if it wa$ inferred with 
the Vieet which Rea»a©ce iaftiHs 
idRto the Mind. 

Virgil, who lived a little after 
the ,tirft Rife of the Empire, en* 
tej*tai«s the Naiades y Daughters 
of FteteHSy ■. when they werc-af" 
Grmbled. under their Father -s 
Waves , with no other Amwfe- 



9 2 the Original of 

ment, than a Relation of the A- 
mours of the Gods ; which were 
the Subject of the Romances of 
Antiquity. 

Ovfd , VirgiPs Cotemporary, 
makes the Daughters of Miny 
as tell Romantic. Tales ; giving 
a Laxation to their Tongues and 
Wit, when their Hands Were 
employed. The firft is, of the 
Loves of Pyratmts and t\»she\ 
the Second, thofe of Mars and 
Venus ; the Third is, of thotfe 
of SalmacK for Hermaphrodite; ■ 

Hence appears the EfteeW 
Romances had in Rome; which 
is more evident , by < the Ro- 
mance which Petronins (one of 
their Confiils, and the moft p6* 
lifliecT Man of his Time) otfto* 
pdfed. He difpofed it intotke 
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Form of a Satyr y of the fame 
Kind which Varro invented y in- 
termixing Profe with Verfe, the 
Serious with the Jocofe, and fti- 
Jed it Munippean '^ becaufe Me- 
jjippHs had before treated of 
Serious Matters in a Pleafant 
Style. 

This Satyr of Petromus fails 
not to be a True Romance : It 
contains nothing but diverting 
and ingenious FicYions j tho* 1 they 
are fometimes too licentious and 
immodeft.* He hides under a 
Difguife a fine and poinant Rail- 
lery^ againft the Vices of -.Ne- 
ro's Court. What remains of 
it , are only fome incoherent 
Fragments, or rather Collecti- 
ons of fome induftrious Perfon j 
fo that one can't exactly difcern 
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the Form and Connexion of the 
whole Piece ; tho 1 it appears to 
be conducted with Order. And 
Yis probable thofe incoherent 
Parts y would compote a very 
Complcat Body , with the Ad* 
dition of thofe which are loft. 
Tho' Petronius feems to be a ve- 
ry great Critic , and of an ex- 
quilite Tafte in Learning \ his 
Style docs not alway advance to 
the Delicacy of his Judgment : 
Something of Affe&ation may 
be obferved. In fome Places 
he's too Florid and Adorned',' 
and degenerates from that Natu- 
ral and Majeftic Simplicity; 
which mined in the Anguftih 
Age. So true is it, that tht 
Art of Speaking , which is pr#- 
cTtfed by all the World, (artf 

what 



*m 
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-\vbat very Pew understand) is 
vet much ea£cr to be under- 
ftood, than prafrifed well. 
rSdme fay y the Poet Lncan 

• (who al(b lived in the "Reign 
of Nero ) compofed Sattie Fa- 

'bles j wherein ( fome think ) 
Were. recounted the Intrigues of 
Satyrs and Nymphs. This agrees 
well with a Romance y and the 
Wit of that Age ;, which was 
very much inclined to the A- 
mufements of that Art. But 
fince there is nothing left us of 
it but the Title, and that does 
not clearly expfefs the Nature of 
the Work ; 1 ihall fay nothing 

of it. 

The Metdmorphofis of Apn* 
kins , fo well known by the 
Name of the -Golden Ajs , was 

com.- 
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compofed under the Antonines. 
It had the fame Original with 
the Ajs of Lucian j fince it was 
extra&ed from the Two firft 
Eooks of Lucius of Patras : But 
there is this Difference between 
them ; that thefe Books were 
abridged by Lucian , and aug- 
mented by Apulcms. The Work 
of this Philofopher is Regular; 
For altho' he feems to begin 
with his Infancy j yet what is 
there faid, is only by way of 
Preface, and to excufe the Bar- 
barity of his Style. The true 
Beginning of his Hiftory y is at 
his Voyage into Tbejfalia. He 
has given us an Idea of the Mh 
left an Fables in this Piece, which 
he declares to be of the fame 
Sort. He has enriched it with 

Ele- 
V 
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Elegant Epifodes 3 and among 
others , with that of Pfycbe 3 
which ■ no one is ignorant of. 
He has taken no Care to re- 
trench the Smuttinefs of the O- 
riginals which he followed. His 
Style is that of a Sophift, full of 
Affectation and violent Figures j 
hard, barbarous, and very beco- 
ming an African. 

Some are of Opinion , that 
Chdius Albinus , a Pretender to 
the Empire, who was defeated 
by Severus, did not difdain this 
Employment. Julius Capitolinus 
reports in his Life , that there 
were feveral fylilefian Fables un- 
der his Name in very great Re- 
putation, tho' but indifferently 
compofed : And that Severus 
reproached the Senate, that they 

E ^i 
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had commended him for: '.a 
Learned Mart \ whereas he at- 
tended to nothing but the Mi- 
khan Fables of Afnleini^ and 
fpent all his Study in Old Wo- 
men's Tales, and fiich other Tri- 
fles, and preferred them tp ijnpre 
"Serious Employments. : ' 

Martiatms Capella has ( like 
Fetronins) given the Name «|f 
Satyr to his Work , becaufe 
.( like his /) 'tis written in. Verfe 
land Profe, ; and the Profitable 
and Entertaining Parts are very 
agreeably interwoven. His.-De- 
fign. is to treat of. ,the Arts 
which have the Appellation of 
Liberal. Thence he takes .a 
round-about Occafion, to con- 
fer a Perfon upon each of them>J 
and fuppofing that Mercury ( whp 

is 
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is attended by them) efpoufes 
Thilology, ( which is the Love 
of Good Letters ) he gives her 
whatever is Excellent in thern, 
for a Nuptial Prefent : So that 
it is a continued Allegory , which 
properly does not defer ve the 
Name of a Romance, but ra- 
ther that of a Fable. For, as 
I have already obferved , a Fa- 
ble reprefents Things which ne- 
ver have, or ever can happen j 
and a Romance takes Notice of 
Things which .may , but never 
have hap penM. ; libe Artifice of 
this ^VAfegflry iis;nqtvviery«ftitffiJei«; 
the Style /is Bartarifin ijjjfelfyifo 
bold and extravagant * in. < its Fir 
guresi, .that .they are unpaid*^ 

able in the muft E^efperRtePpe^ 

'Tis : difgttifed with! fo great m 

L E 2 Ob- 
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Obfcurity, that 'tis hardly intel- 
ligible J other wife "tis Learned, 
and full of Notions which are 
not common. 

Some write, that the Author 
was an African : If he was not, 
his harlh and forced Style would 
induce one to believe he was of 
that Country. The Time he li- 
ved in is unknown : It only ap- 
pears he was more Ancient than 
*-fujtinian. 

Hitherto the Art of Roman- 
cing was maintained with foiril 
Splendor, but it foon decayed 
A^ith lieaftiingand the Empire; 
wheH'^the 'furious Nations at 
the tfmh difieminated, with their 
Bodies^; the Ignorance and Bar- 
barity >of their Minds. Roman- 
ces were hitherto compofed for 

De- 
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Del igh t. Fabulous Hiftor ies 
were now introduced y becaufe 
none were acquainted with the 
Truth. Taliejpn, who lived a- 
bout the Middle of the Sixth 
Age^ under that King Arthttr fd 
famous in Romances ; and Me/-" 
kin, who was fomewhat young- 
er y writ the Hiftory of Eng* 
land) his Country^ of King At+- 
thur y and the Round Table. Ba* 
l<eus j whd has put! them in \Ab 
Catalogue^ fpeaks of them^ as 
of Authors filled with Fables. 
The fame may. be faid of Hum 
nibaldns Francus, who ( as fome- 
relate) was Cotemporary withr. 
Chnns^ and whofe Hiftory is not 
other but a Mais of Lies gfofly 
conceived. 

B 3, Ih 
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In fine, Sir, we come to the 
Famous Book, of die Exploits 
of Charlemagne ; which fome, 
with very little Reafon, afcribe 
to the Archbifhdp Tiirpiri , tho 1 
he lived above Two Hundred 
Years after the Traiifac"tfons 
he relates. Pigna , and fome 
others, believe, rrdiculoufly 5 that 
Romances took their Name froiA 
the Town "of Rheimi', whqrwtf 
he was Archbiftiop j becaufe hia 
Book (^as Pigna ; relate? ) wai 
the Original from whence the 
Romances of Provence, art .de- 
rived ; and becaufe, according 
to others, ( he was one of -the 
Principal Writers/ of Rpmai^ 

•? How* 



* 
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• Howev^ there are many Hi- 
ftories^ of the. Life of Charle- 
ntagne^ full of Extravagant Fa- 
bles^ : like that of Tnrpin. Such 
wef e ; the Hiftorfes attributed to 
Harcon, and to Soken Forteman y 
to Savard the Sage^ to Adell A* 
deling^ and to John y Son of die 
King of the Frk^elanders^ . All 
of them were of that Nation y 
and are faid to have lived in the 
Time of Charlemagne. Such al- 
£0 was the Hiftory attributed to 
Occon $ who 3 according to the 
common Opinion ^ yas Cotem- 
porary with Otho the Great, and 
had Solcon beforementioned for 
his Great Uncle. Such were 
thofe which contained ; the A£ 
chievements of King Arthur $ and 
the Life of Merlin. 
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Thefe Diverting Hiftories pica- 
fed the Readers, who were more 
ignorant than thofe who compo- 
fed them. They did not^ in 
thofe Days j trouble themfelves 
with Refearches into Antiquity, 
and after being informed of the 
Truth of what they wrote. 
They had the Stuff in their own 
Head, and went no farther than 
their own Invention. Thus Hi- 
ftorians degenerated into True 
Romancers. 

In this Age of Ignorance^ the 
Latin Tongue, as well as Truth, 
was neglected and defpifed. The 
VerfifierSj Compofers, Inventere 
of Tales, Jefters, and in fiiQrt^ 
all of this Country wha ftudied 
what they called the Gay Science, 
began about the Time of Hugk 
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*et y to fet upon Romancing 
:h great Fury j and foon a* 
-ran . France , by difperiing 
m. Thefe Fables ; were corn- 
ed in the Roman Tongue-: 
• formerly^ thofe of Provence- 
I more Learning' and Poefy a- 
ng them j than all France be- 
is* This Roman Tongue was 
t which the Romans introdu- 
{ into Gaul y with thein Gon- 
rfts.- Th is* was 1 corrupted- Ky; 
me, and the Admiflion of tbe> 
ilijb Language , whichs was -a 
bre, amongft it: So- thafrfhe; 
nch\ or Tudefque^ whichvvfdl-i'- 
reds, was neither Latin) Gatd' 
; nor French , but a : Mddfejyv 
'them alk However^ the La*? 
was predominant an it ^ andl 

that Keafon., it continued let,* 

tt - 
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be called the Roman, to diftin- 
guifli " it from the Particular and 
Natural Language of each Coun- 
try ; as the French , ' Gatdrjh } 
or Celtique Aqnitanic, Belgic. For 
Cd'far writes, that tbefe Three • 
Languages were different among 
themfelves j which Sfrtibo ■.. ex- 
plains _, as different- :D5ale£te .of 
the fame Language. . . 
'• The, Spaniards ufethe Wojcd 
Romance in the fame?Sigr^icfifiBti ,, 
on with us, and call their o> 
dinary Language by that Nan*. 
The Romain- being then.xiiflft 
univerfally under flood j thofelf 
Provence who applyM themfHfCS; 
to..- Fictions , made ufe oft it- ki; 
their Writings , which; friaa 
thence- were called fiomamcr. 
Xhse Verfifiers travelled abjaiit 
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the Country, and were very well ^ 
rewarded for their. Labours^ and 
nobly entertained by Perfons of ■ 
Quality whom they vifited. Some 
of' them would be fo tranfport- 
ed with Hearing their Perform- 
ances repeated, that they would 
diveft themfelves of their Robes, 
to adorn the Poets with them*. 
Thbfe of Pwvetice were not- the 
wily* Perfons who delighted in. 
this Agreeiable Amufement ^ afc 
moft every County in France bad 
their Romancer tf, even as far as 
^Fkardy-^ whith^ ^iPbduced theic 
J^er^anfois \ Pieces treating of v 
lx>ve in a Satyrical way. 

From hence proceed the pro- 
digious Number, of Old Roinam. 
-'cesy fcjihe in Prints others- rot- 
: ting in Private i^iaraiesy tke reft/ 
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deftroyed by the Length of Time. 
Spain it felf, and Italy , which 
have been fo fruitful in Roman- 
ces, received the Art of Con> 
pofing them from. us. Giraldi 
himfelf reports, cc 1 may fay, 
cc this Sort of Poefy had its firft 
cc Original from the French , and 
cc perhaps had its Name from 
c < thence. From them it after- 
lc wards paifed to die Sfantr 
" are!* y and laft of all} it was 
.** received by the Italians. 

The late Salniafius , whofe 
Memory I ha^e in lingular Ve- 
neration , both for his Great 
Learning, and the Friendship 
contracted between us ;. was of 
Opinion, that Spain having leaf n- 
ed. the Art of Romancing from 
tfte Arabian*) did by their Exam: 
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pie communicate it to the reft 
of Europe. But to admit this, 
we muft aftent j that Taliefjiit 
and MHkin , both Englijh , and 
Hunnibaldus Fumcus , (which are 
all of then? believed to have 
compofed their Romances about 
the Year 550) ace more recent, 
by alftioft 20a Years 5 . than we 
can imagine. For the Revoltof 
Count Julian , and Entrance of 
the Arabians^ into Spain,, happen- 
ed pot till- 9 1 of the Hegira, or 
713 of. our Saviour ; and fome 
lime k muft be allowed, for the 
'Diffuiing iof thefe Romances in- 
to- Spain, and for thofe which 
(. as. is pretended) the Spaniards 
made ia Inirtation of them; to 
be difperfed throughout Eur opt. 
I. (hall not take? upon me to 

main.- 
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maintain the Antiquity of thefp 
Writers^ tho 1 I have great Au- 
thority to do it } ■ - t>eCaufe the 
common and received Opinion 
would fupport me. *tk cer- 
tain that the ArabttrtpWete ex- 
tremely addi&edy a&I have made 
appear 3 to the Cdy -Sckme _, I 
mean, Poefy y Fable _, ^ and Fi(H- 
on. This Science was p're£ei*vVl 
im -»itsv Primitive Rudenefs ■ ky 
•them , till it was cultivated aad 
improved by the Greeks'. '^nCbey-- 
brought it along with thc$r 
Amis ? into • Africa j whert 'tifly . 
fubJucd it>; rho r ik >b$&i1bi$Gt 
flourished in that Gou^t#y : RSr 
Arifloth , and atfteP-him Trtfite^ -., 
mafce mention <!>ftht L%i>fftt- 
bfcs ; audi the ftoiMBie^l ofosfe 
ppkiw and NarliamJ €dpkB,: 
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both Africans^ ( of whom I have 
fpoken) fhew, that it was the 
.Wit of thefe People, ; which ve- 
ry much conduced to fortify 
the Vi&orious Arabians in their 
Inclination. s ;•/'■.' ..■*■'.. 

We are farther informal from 
■ Jjio Afir and Marmol,- that ,tibe 
African Arabians do ftill paflie- 
nately love Romantic . Poefy ; 
that they . celebrate : the Exploits 
of -their Bnbala in ■ Veife: and 
Profe , as we do thofe oft. our 
Arthur arid Lancelot ;. that their 
Mnabites compofe Ditties* of 
kpye : That? ift l%%jHQn,-Mdfr- 
Hurt's Birth^Day^ the Poets have 
thefr AJTembftes andPdblic Sports, 
and repeat Verfts to >ihc Eep- 
ple *. That whoever of them has 
the Approbation of the Audi- 
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tors 3 is created Prince of the 
Poets for that Year : That the 
Kings of the Houfe of Benime- 
rink , wlio have Reigned thefe 
Three.Hundred Years 3 and which 
our Old Writers called Bellems- 
rine, convene oil a certain Day 
every Year the moft Able Judges 
of; the City, of Fez* , and enter- 
tain them with a Splendid Feaft : 
afte)* which- ' the Boers repeat 
their EHlogiums, in Honour -of 
Mahomet : That the King con- 
fers on him who excel? the reft, 
a Sum off Money y an Horfe, a 
Slavey and^theRobesiwhfch Jita- 
(elf wore that Day* and' that 
none of; them are difmilled with- 
out a Rewards i ■' '<-•■ .■■; J :. 
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Spain , when it had received 
le Yoke of th£ Arabians, learnt 
/ith their Manners the Cuftom. of 
mging Love-Verfes, and Cele^ 
rating the A&ions of Great 
/Icn ,. after the Inftitution of 
lie B^x among the Gauls* But 
hefe Songs, which they called 
romances, were very different 
rom what properly deferves 
hat Name : For the^ were Po- 
ms compofed for Singing, and 
onfequently. very, concife. Some 
ave made Collections of them.; 
nd many of them appear to 
e fo very Ancient, that they 
an hardly be underftood. They 
ave fometimes ferved to illu» 
crate and explain . the Hiftories 
»f that Country, and- to reduce 
ke Events to the Order of Chro- 
nology. 
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nology. Their Romances are 
much more modern , and not 
near of fo old a Date, as our 
Sir Triftratfis and Sir Lancelots, 
by fome Centuries of Years. 
Miguel de Cert/ante, one of the 
Beft Wits Spain has produced, 
made a Fine and Judicious Cri- 
tic in bis Don Quixote : the' Cur 
rate of Mancha; , and NiclwUs 
the Barber' could fcarce find, in 
fo vaft a Number , above Six 
which were worthy to be pre- 
ferved : The reft are delivered 
to the Secular Arm of the Old Wife, 
to be committed to the Cruelty 
of the Flames. Thofe which 
they thought deferved to fee 
kept, were the Four Books bf- 
jfariadk de Gaul \ which is fatd 
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robethe firffc Romance o£. Chi* 
/airy whkh was printed! in Sputify 
ind the Model; and Beft of all 
:he other. 

T aimer tn >oi Hugl and ^ wbrch 
*eme believe* Was complied 
jy a King of- Portugal, met 
with an Eafy Sentence ,* to be 
smt in a Bote like that of D^ 
'mm^ wherein Alexander kept the 
Works of Homer. Don £e/w- 
»ir -, the Mirror of Chivalry , 
Tirante the White, and A\yr/e E- 
r eifmo£ Moatauhan,(£otm thofe 
uood Old Times: it was belie- 
eedy that Kyrie Ehifon, and P<*- 
aUpcmenottj were the Names of 
feme Saints) where the Subtleties 
Df Madam Pkajure-ef- my - LJ/e, 
tnd the Love and Intrigues of 
$he Widow Repofada, are high- 

>x 4 
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ly extolled. But all this is Mo- 
dern, if ; compared to the Old 
Romances, which were in all 
Probability the Models and O 
riginals of thefe r as the Con- 
formity of the Works , and 
Nearnefs of the Nation may 
perfuade. He alfo gives his 
Cenfure upon the Romances: in 
Verfe, and, other Poems found 
in the Library of Don- Qnixoty 
but this is foreign to our Sub* 
je&. 

If any object, that as we re« 
ceived the Art of Rhyming front 
the Arabians y 'tis credible W« 
had the Art of Romances fh>m 
them ; fince the greateft Part o£ 
cur Old Romances were, in 
Rhyme ; and that the Cuftom 
pf the Perfons of Quality a? 

tnong; 



Romances. 117 

mong uSj to give their Veftments 
to Poets , which continues to 
this Day in life atfac*; con- 
firms this Sufpicion : I anfwer. 
That it is not impoflible that we 
fliould receive .Rhymes from the 
Arabians y and in Imitation of 
them, apply them to Romances. 
Ill allow farther , that the In- 
clination we then had for Ro» 

■ 

mances,. might be enhanced and 
fortified by their Example ; and 
that our Art of Romancing (as 
is probable ) was enriched, and 
improved , by the Communica* 
tion of Wars we were engaged 
in with Spain : But all this does 
not conclude, that we were in- 
debted to them for our Incli- 
nation to this Art ; fince 'twas in 

life 
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Ufe with us, before 'twas known 
among them. • .;.■■■■ 

This Reafon. does: farther dbr 

]ige me not to believe, ichat the 

Princes of France took the Cu- 

ftom of Divefting themfeives of 

their Garments/ in, Favour of 

the Poets y from the Arab job 

Kings. I rather think, that >eacb 

of them were afie&ed .with. the 

Excellent Works .they hparjd j» 

peatedy and could not reftraia 

themfelves from xlifpehfing. their 

Liberality immediately 5 and made 

■u£e of their- Garments , i>ecaji& 

they were nea reft at Hand jiju 

we read of fome ^Saints 9 i .wk» 

have done the fame to thecodont 

And that this Cuftom, wJiidi 

was received into Butnce hyJu* 

cident, 

6 
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'M } and is continued in Fex,^ 
f have been introduced into 
h tbe Places by Chance. : 
t is very credible s that the 
ww j were firft induced to 
ipofe Romances, . by the Esq- 
?ljes ■ of thofe in* : 'PmtAence y 
en the Popes fat at Asuignau^ 
I perhaps by- that .©f other 
/ifions . of the Bxnfh, when 
Normans- ,ajj*h Qktnkr iEad . «F 
w*^ ('Brother! jto St. Louis) a 
tuoue Prince^ ^a/Loycr of Po* 
^ iand a Poet h'unfelf , made 
ar in Zf dy. ciFor .the Nowtans 
ild not refrain ..themfelvcs 
m the Polite Science. > Hi- 
ry reports , they fung the 
ploits of Roland, before they 
t. that Memorable Battel., which 
ye the Ctown of England to 

WiUu 
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William the Baftard. MY Em 
was then overwhelmed \ 
Darknefs and Ignorance , 
France y England y and Germ 
much lefs than Italy , which t 
produced but a fmall Num 
of Writers, and fcarce any 4 
thors of Romances. - Thofe 
that Country, who had a M 
to diftinguifh themfelves 
Learning and Knowledge, a 
for it to the Univeffity of 
ris y which was the Mother 
Sciences, andNurfe to the Lea 
ing of Europe.- St. Thomas A\ 
nagy St. Bonaventure j the Pc 
Ddnjfey and Boccacect, came 1 
ther to ftudy ; and the Pr 
dent Fauchct produces, that 
laft of them took a great F 
of his Novels from J'rcw h F 



mances j and that Petrard^ and 
die other Italian Poets, have iv* 
Hed for their Richeft Fancies^ 
the Songs of Yhiband King of 
Navarre^ face 's Brufleicy Cbafle* 
lain de Corey y and the Old French 
Romances. Twas then, in my 
Opinion, that the Italians learn* 
ed from us the Science of Ro-^ 
mancej which, by their owri 
Confeflion , is to be afcribed to 
Us, as well as that of Rhy- 
ming. 

Thtts Spain and Italy received 
from us an Art, which was the 
Effeft of our Ignorance and Bar- 
barity, and which the Politenefs 
pf • the Perjiansy lonians , and 
Creeks had produced. As Ne- 
ceffity engages us, in a Dearth 
of Bread, to fuftain our Bodies 

F with 

-4. hfhcvl . 
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with Herbs and Roots ; fo when 
the Knowledge of Truth, which 
is the Proper and Natural Ali- 
ment of the Mind , begins to 
fail, we have Recourfe to Falf- 
hood, whicli is the Imitation of 
Truth. As in Plenty we refufe 
Bread , and our ordinary Vi- 
ands , for Ragoufts j fo our 
Minds, when acquainted with 
the Truth , foifake the Study 
and Speculation of it , to be 
entertained with its Image, which > 
is FicVion; This Imitation, ac- ; 
cording to Arijiotle, is often mofe 
agreeable than the Original it 
felf y fo that two oppositely dif? : 
ferent Paths, which are Igno- I 
ranee and Learning, Rudenefs I 
and Politenefs, do often conduct 
us to the fame End j which is, 

an 
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an Application to Fictions, Fa-" 
bles, and Romances. Hence it 
is, that the moft. Barbarous JN a* 
tions ate taken with Romantic 
Inventions , as well as the moft 
Refined. . The Originals of all 
the , Savages of America , \ and 
particularly thrife of ,Tcru } ! a fo 
nothing but Fable s ; no more? 
are thofe of the Goffo, which they 
wrote in their Ancient Kuntc 
Characters, upon great Stones 3 
the Remains of which I my felf 
have feen in Denmark. And if 
any Thing were left us of the 
Works, which the Bards among 
the Ancient Cauls compofed, to 
eternize the. Memory of their 
Nation, I don't queftion but we 
fhonld find them enriched with 
Abundance of Fictions. 

Fs This 



tfsf$ • $he Otightal ef*. 

This Inclination to ■ Fat>Ies 7 
which, is common to. all Meb, 
k' not the Refuliiaf jReafcrni, j£ 
mfcatron/ : or Cuhbodu. - 'Tis. Na- 
tural to thcni^ and has its Sear mi 
tfie very Frame- and Difpofrtion 
of their SooT. For the Defire 
of Knowledge b partktitar: to 
Mart, and diftihguaflies hinufiom 
BeaHs no lefs than has Reafon. 
Nay we may- obferve m other 
Creattfe .fomen R,\sde feripTefll- 
oiis of ihis : ^ ? wti©rca8fcdie.I!)e^ 
fed .of Underftanding is£ecu& 
af! to Us only. * :' ..: ■ 
; The Reafon of; tfei?, accords 
itfg ;to my. -Opinibny ;:b j-. be* 
caitfe the Fatuities, of the Son! 
are " of too Vaft aa EkteiH^ ..to 
fed ; fupplied by the Pre&nt.Ob* 
je&s , fo that 'tis obliged :& 

i have 
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have recoiirfe to what's .-paftj 
and to come, in Truth and in 
Fi£Hons 3 in Imaginary Spaces 
and Impoffibilities, for Object 
to exert' it fel f upon . The Ob T 
je£b of Senfe fill the Defires of 

. the Soul of Brutes y who have 
no farther Concern ; fo that we 
carft difcover in them theie reifc 
le£s Emotions 3 which corltiriu,- 
ally actuate the Mind of Man; 
and carry it into the Purfuk • 
of 'a cedent Jnfbroiation, id* prion 
portion, (if poffible) : thelDbjeft 
to the Faculty ; • and enjoy a 
Pleafurey rerembling that which 
vie tporcerve in ; the ,■ Appealing 

' si Violent iHtrhgen, and 'ExtiiQf 
gUfijhing ; a Corroding Thirfti 
This "is that which Tlatd 3nt 
tends y^ini .the: Ma*riage jq£ Dol 

F 3. ««ar 
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rus and Tenia, ( in which Terms 
he would exprefs Riches and Po- 
verty, ) which produces exqui- 
iitc Pleafure. The Obje& is 
ilgniried by Riches, which are 
not Co but in life and Intenti- 
on • otherwife they are Unfruit- 
ful, and afford no Delight. The 
Faculty is intc nded by Poverty ; 
which is fterile, and always at- 
tended by Inquietud?, while 'tis 
ieparated from Riches j whereas 
its Union with them 3 fupplies 
the Higheft Satisfaction. The 
Cafe is the fame with our Souls : 
Poverty, the fame with Igno- 
rance, is Natural to it j it iighs 
continually after Science, which 
is its Riches j and when 'tis pof- 
fefs'd of this Enjoyment $ it 
feels the greateft. Pleafure, Kit 
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this Pleafure is not always equal ; 
it often is the Purchafe of much 
Labour and Difficulty : As when 
the Soul applies it felf to Intri- 
cate Speculations , and Occult 
Sciences , the Matter whereof is 
not prefent to our Senfes ; where 
the Imagination, which afts with 
Facility, has a Lefs Part in the 
Purfuit than the Underftanding, 
whofe Operations are more Ve- 
hement and Intenfe : And be- 
caufe Labour is naturally te- 
dious j the Soul is not carried to 
Hard and Spinous Learning, un- 
lefs in Profpeft of fonie Advan- 
tage, or Hopes of fomcTemote 
Amufement , or elfe by Neceffi- 
t'y. • But the Knowledge which 
attracts and delights it moft, is 
that which b acquired without 

F 4 Pain, 
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Pain., and where the Imagina- 
tion alone a&s on Subjects which 
fall under our Senfe, ravifli our 
PaffionSj and are great Movers 
in all the Affairs of Life. Such 
arc Romances y which require 
no great Intention or Difpenfe 
of Mind y to underftand them. 
No long Reafonings are exact- 
ed ; the Memory is not over* 
burthened : Nothing is demand" 
cdj but Fancy and Imagination. 
They move our Paflions • but 
'tis on purpofe to footh and 
calm them again : They excite 
neither Fear nor Companion j 
nnlefs it be to difplay to us 
the Pleafure of feeing thofe we 
were afraid , or concern'd. for, 
out of the Reach of Danger or 
Diftrcfs. In fnort ? all our Emor 



tions there find themfclves agree* 
abl$r provoked and appeafed.: 

'Tis hence 3 that thoie Iwho- 
a& more by Reafon than Paffr 
on^ and labour more with, theiir 
Imaginatioti than Underbidding 
are affe&ed by them ; tho? theib 
other are touched bv them too, 
but after another manner. Thele 
a re touched ' * by .'the ''Beauties' of 
'Art ,'" which iamuite the> r Uftd(w- 
ftanaing ; but the- fof mery lg- 
norant and Simple., are feiiiblb 
of ; no ■■■ more* ' than .• ; what i 'ftelkes 

it^tt the lrridginatio : fty:-a*^ftiis 
theii' > Pafliotii:. ' %tify iow&f r die 
•Fi&forij arid encjmre rio fe*rthti-. 
-P&fav "Fii&ohs ;b«ng 'notfoibgilMit 
NSrf ations} True? iw Appearance, 
afrid Falfeu$ BLeaiity. \ *he*Mmd» 
of -the Simple* who: dSfceun od- 



If 
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ly the Difguife, are pleafed and 
highly fatisfied with this Skew 
of Truth. But thofe who pe- 
netrate farther, and fee into the 
Solid ^ are caiily difgufted with 
the Falfity : So that the Firft 
love Falfhood ^ becaufe 'tis con- 
cealed under an Appearance of 
Truth ; the Latter are diftafted 
nvith the Image, of Truth y be- 
-cabfe.of the Real Forgery which 
isT couched under it ^ unlefs it 
be' varniflied with Ingenuity, 
SubtJIty y i and Inftruftion y and 
recQinaiends it felfby thp Ex- 
cellency of Invention and Aft. 
St.; Angnfim makes this OhfetVi- 
twn fomewhere ; c That tfae£e 
c - Falfiries which carry a Sjgpi- 
*■ -{Station, and fuggeft an Ejid- 
c den Meaning , are not Lies, 
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c but the Figures of Truth ;■• 
c which the mbft Wife and Ho*' 
c ly Perfons, and even our Sa^ 
c <vionr himfelf, have ufed upon 
c Honourable and Pious Occa- * 
c lions. 

'■ Since then 'tis true , that Lies 
commonly flow from Ignorance, 
and the Grofsnefs of our Intel* 
left ; and that this Inundation 
of the Barbarians , who iifued 
from the North, *(pread over all 
Europe, and plunged it into fuch 
profound Ignorance, as it could 
not clear it felf from, within the 
Space cf Two Ages ; is it not 
then probable, that this Igno- 
rance caufed the fame ErFe& in 
Europe, which it had produced 
every where befides ? And is it 
not vain to enquire for that \sx 
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Chance , which we. find in Na- 
ture ? There is then no Reafon 
to contend, but that French, 
German, and Englijb Romances, 
and all the Fables of the North, 
are the Fruits of thofc Coiin-' 
tries ? and not imported from 
Abroad : That they never had 
other Originals than the Histo- 
ries fluffed with . Falfities _, and 
made in Obfcure Ignorant Times* 
when there was neither Induftry 
nor Curiofity to difcover the 
Truth of Things , nor . Art . to 
defcribe it, if 'twas, found : That 
thefe Hiftories have been weB 
received by the Unpolifhed arid 
Half-barbarous People ; and that 
the Hiftoriaris thereupon took 
*upon them ; the Liberty to' .pre* 

■ *■.'■■ fent 
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fent. them with what was pure- 
ly forged , which were the Ro- 
mances. 

'Tis a common Opinion, that 
Hi&ories have formerly been cal- 
led by. thisVTitle , which is fince 
applied only to Fictions y which 
is ah Irrefragable Teftimony that 
•the one proceeded ' from the 
other-- t : '; ■;■'.-. " ■'- . .;'.•■ 

■r# c Romances,, (isnth. Figna ) 
cc according to the Common 
c f . Qpintoa in : France, , were the 
Sf. • jfynptliiii -And becaufe' the Hi- 
f f :<iWry of the War/ which wafe 
"'pubBnSed - fucceflively , had 
cc that Name ; fome afterwards 
^Kwtib-.negle&ed the Truth, 
if uf* 2ho whoever . Fabulous they 
C S iwkre ")T.gave( their Writings 
cc the fame Name. 
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Strabo, in a Paffage I have- 
ready alledged, faith , That ! 
Hiftories of the Medes , Pe 
ans, and Syrians, have defer 
but little Credit,' lince th 
who wrote them } when tl 
faw the In venters of Fables 
great Efteem, believed they mi 
Eftablifh a Reputation , by ^ 
ting Fables in the Form of •■ 
ftories, which were the {2 
with Romances. Whence" 
may conclude, that Rom» 
had (in all Probability )«\ 
fame Original with us ^ n ml 
they formerly had with oj 
People. 

But to return to the Tr« 
dmrs y or Trowverres^ <('£$ 
they called their Poets) ?of r, 
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*vence y who were the Princes of 
Romancing, in France. Their 
Myftery was fo generally appro- 
ved of , that all the Counties of 
Trance had Perfons of that Pro* 
feflton. 

The Eleventh Age produced 
a Matchlefs Number of them, 
both in Profe and Verfe. Ma- 
ny of their Works are prefer- 
ved, in Spite cf the Envy of 
Time. Of this Number were 
the Romances of Garin le Lo- 
heran, of Trtjb am y Lancelot \, Du 
bake, St. Great, Merlin, Arthur , 
Perceval, Tcniforefk , and of 
moft of thofe 117 Poets who 
lived, before the Year 1 300, who 
..have received, the : Cenfure of 

/ . ■ ■ ■ 

the Prefident Fanchet..; 

I (halt 
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I (hall not undertake to repre- 
sent them in a Catalogue ; nor 
examine whether the Amadk de 
Gaul were originally from Spain, 
Flanders y or France ; and whe- 
ther the Romance of Tiel Vlb* 
fpiegel be a Tranflafion : from the 
German ; or in what Language 
the Romance of the Seven Wife 
Men of Greece was firfii writteiij 
or that of Dolopathos y which 
fome fay was extracted from' tftie 
Parables of Sandaber the Indian, 
Some fay ? tis to be "found '4a. 
- Greek \vi lome Libraries > : whi^h 
* has furniflied the Matter of >aa 
Italian Book eall'd Erafius^ : ( 
of' many* o£-'Boci:ace ] his ; Now«, 
-as the feme Faudhet hat? remtftfc 
ed) which was w«t*efih int-jtfe- 

tm 
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tm by John Morcky of the ,Ab* 
by cfe Hautefelne y whereof Ate? 
cient Copies are to be feen ; and 
tranflated jnto French, by the 
Clerk Hubert, about the : End of 
the Twelfth, Age, and into High 
Dutch about Three Hundred 
Years afterwards : and an Hun- 
dred Years after- tha<t,' from High . 
Dutch mto- h<#ifi agaiiii, by 3 
Learned Hand 3 who changed 
the Jsfamef.of % and* was igno- 
rant that the Dutch had. come 
from the Latin. 

It malt fuffice if I tell you, 
that all ..thefe Works which Ig- 
norance ihas given Birth to, car* 
ried along with them the Matk$ 
of their Original , and were no 
other than a Complication of 

:.>»; .i Fi£H- 



158 The Original of 

Fi&ions , grofsly caft together 
ii^the greateft Confufion 3 and 
infinitely fliort of the Excellent 
Degree of Art and Elegance, 
to which the French Nation is 
now arrived in Romances. TTis 
truly a Subjeft of Admiration, 
that we, who have yielded to 
others the Bays for Epic Poetry, 
and Hiftory, have neverthelefs 
advanced thefe to fo high a Pei> 
fe&ion , that the Beft of theirs 
are not Equal to the Meaneft of 

/~mrc .■•>■. 

We owe (I believe) this Ad- 
vantage to the Refinement and 
Politenefs of our Gallantry 
which proceeds } in my Opnw 
on, from the great Liberty which 
the Men of France allow to. the 

Ladies. 
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Ladies. They are in a manner 
Reclufes in Italy and Spain ; and 
feparated from Men by fo ma- 
ny Obftacles, that they are f^arce 
to be feen , and not to be fpo- 
ken with at all. Hence the Men 
have neglected the Art of En- 
gaging the Tender Sex, becaufe 
the OcdMions of it are fo rare. 
All the Study and Bufinefs there, 
is to furmount the Difficulties 
of Accefs j when this is effect- 
ed, they make life of the Time, 
without amufing themfelves with 
Forms. But in France, the La- 
dies go at large upon their Pa- 
role * and being under noCu- 
ftody but that of their own 
Heart , ere& it into a Fort, 
more ftrong and fecure than 

all 
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all the Keys, Grates ,„and Vigfc 
lance of the ^ Do t tSgMs . The 
Men are obliged to make a Re- 
gular and Formal AfTault againft 
this Fort , to employ fo much 
Induftry and Addrefs to reduce 
it, that they have formed it in- 
to an Art fcarce known to othec 
Nations. * 

'Tis this Art which diftin- 
guifhcs the French from other 
Romances , and renders the 
Reading of them fo Delia* 
ous , that they caufe more Pro* 
htable Studies to be neglect*- 

ed. 

The Ladies were firft taken 
with this Lure : They made 
Romances their Study ; arid 
have defpifed the Ancient Fa* 

He 
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We and Htftory fo far y - thajfc 
they now no longer underftand 
thofet Works , • from . which thicy 
received their greateft Ewbelliftfr 
merits : And left itbey mould 
blufli at . this Ignorance, which 
they find tbemfelves fo often 
guilty of 1 they . perceive they 
had 'better disapprove what they 
don't know, than take the Pains . 
to learn it. ; . , . 

The Men , in C&mplaifarice, 
have imitated them. ; condemn-? 
ed what they difliked, and call 
that. Pedantry, which Tnade art 
Eflential Part of Polkenefs, .& 
yak. in Malher&s Time. The 
Poets, and other French Writers 
who fucceeded , have been con? 
(trained tofobmiti to thfe Arfri-j 

tration; 
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tration ; and many of them, 
obferving that the Knowledge 
of Antiquity would be of no 
Advantage to them, have ceafed 
to ftudy what they durft not 
pra&ife : Thus a very Good 
Caufe has produced an 111 Efc 
fe& ; and the Beauty of our 
Romances has drawn upon them 
. the Contempt of Good Letters, 
and confequently Ignorance. ..,.• 
I don't, for all this, pretend 
to condemn the Reading of 
them. The Beft Things in the 
World are attended with their 
Inconveniencies ; Romances tod 
may have much worfe than 
Ignorance. I know what 
they are accufed for : They 
exhauft our Devotion, and mV 

fpire 
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fpire us with Irregular Paffions^ 
and corrupt our Manners. All 
this may be 3 and fometimes 
does happen. ; But what can't 
Evil and Degenerated. Minds 
make an 111 life of? Weak, 
Souls are contagious to them* 
felves,, and? make Poyfpn of e- 
very Thing. Hiftories muft be 
forbidden , which relate fo ma* 
ny Pernicious Examples j and 
the Fable muft undergo the fame 
Fate j for ; there Crimes are au- 
thorifed by the Practice of the 
Gods. 

A Marble Statue, which was 
adored by the Publick Devoti- 
on pf the Heathens, incited the 
Paffion, Brutality , and Defpair 
pf a Young Man. 

Cherea, 
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Chtna 3 in Terence , fortifies 
himfelf in a Criminal Defign, 
at the Sight of a Picture of 
Jupiter y which drew the Reve- 
rence of all other Spectators. 

Little Regard was had to So- 
briety of Manners, in moil: Part 
of the Greek and Old French 
Romances y by Reafon of the 
Vice of the Times ha which 
they were compofed. Even the 
Aflrea, and fome others which 
have followed, are Licentious: 1 
But the Modern Romances (1 
fpeak of the Good ones) are fe 
far from this Fault , that you'll 
fcarce find an Expreffion:, dr 
Word, which may {hock Chafte 
Ears, or one fingle A&ion which 
may give Offence to Modefty. 

If 



} If^ any one ob je£t ; That Love 
^^reated of in a Manner fo 
oft^and Infiriuating J that the 
Eiicit of ' this Dangerous Paffioik 
AVades too eafiiy the Tender 
fearts : I anfwer a That it is fi> 
ar from being Dangerous^ that 
e?is- in fbme Refpe&s Neceffib* 
^ J, tnat tfce Young People of 
e World fliould be' acquainted 
vkh it j that they may ftop- 
hetr Ears to> that which is' Cri» 
filial j- and be better fortified 
ainjEt its Artifices j and know 
eitf Conduct ? m that wbiclt 
tfs an Honeft and Sacred End: 
rhis h> fo tone, that Experience 
ays before us *' that fuch a$ are 
eaft acquainted with Love^/ are 
Jae mofl: unguarded to its Af- 



I 
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faults, that the mod Ignorant 
are the fooneft decoyed. Add 
to this, that Nothing fo much 
refines and poliflies Mflt - } 
thing conduces fo much to 
Forming and Advancing it 
the Approbation of the Worl 
as the Reading of Romano 
Thefe are the Dumb Tuto: 
which fuccecd thofe of the 
lege, and teach us how to Liv< 
and Speak by a more Perfuafive 
and Inftruftive Method than 
their's j who deferve the Coi 
piement of Horace upon the 
Had, ' That it teaches Morality 

* more effectually, than the Pre- 

* cepts of the moft Abl 
{ lofophers. 
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Monfieur V* IJrfee was the 
rft who retrieved them from 
arbarity, and reduced them to 
Lilies^ in his Incomparable A m 
rea 3 The moft Ingenious and 
olite Work which has appear**. 
J in this Kind ^ and which E- 
(ipfed the Glory which Greece, 
y aly and Spain 5 had acquired, 
lowever^ he has not difcou- 
tged thofe who come after him 
d undertake what he has per* 
)rmed. He has not fo far en- 
roled the Public Admiration, 
ut that fome are ftili left for 
le many Excellent Romances 
rhich difplayed themfelves irJ 
ranee fince His. "V 

* * * 

<G '«■'.'■ '' :i None 
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None can, without Amaze- 
ment, read thofe which a Maid, 
as llluftrious in her Modefty, as 
her Merit , has published under 
a Borrowed Name , depriving 
her felf fo Generoufly of that 
Glory which was her Due., and 
not feeking for a Reward, but 
in her Virtue , as if while She 
took fo much Trouble for the 
Honour of our Nation , She 
would (pare that Shame to Our 
Sex.. But Time has done hei 
that Jufike, which She denied 
her felf j and has informed lisL 
tjbat the llluftrious Bafla^ Grand 
Cyrus } and Ctddia , , are . jjhg Per« 
formances of Madam ae &#• 
dwy> That the. Art of making 
Romances, which might defend 
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it'ielf 'a^ahtft S^nipufous On* 
fures, not only 5 by the Com* 
mendations which the Patriarch 
Photius gives it, but by the' great 
Examples of thofe who have 



&at which' h'as been hnfcroveit 
by Philofophers, as" Af>nleiHtf 9 
and Aihenagofas ) by "£ $om?tt 
Prator^ as. Sifentid ; . by a Coftfut^ 
is Petrositis. £ "by a ft fctettd^r to 
the Empire , as Qodttot Albinti*^ 
by a Prieft, as Ttieadarm Pfodrrif 
vrns \ by BifliopV i$H.etiddorns 5 
and Achilles Tortus ' y by f a Pope, 
as jftw Securidus, who wrote the 
Loves of .Euryalus and Lucre* 
tia • by a Saint ^ as J^fo ^^ 
mafcenus j might haVe the. u ~" 
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nour to be attended to by a Wife 
and Virtuous Maid. 

For your Partj Sir, fince 'tis 
true , as I have demonftrated, 
and Plutarch allures us, that one 
of the Greateft Charms which 
can afie& the Soul of Man, is 
the Connexion of a Fable, well 
Invented , and well Related ; 
what Snccefs may you not pre- 
fume upon, from Zayde, where 
the Adventures are fo New and 
Touching, and the NarratiorNo 
Juft and Polite ? 

1 

I could wifh, for the Concent 
I have for that Great Prince 
which Heaven has placed over 
us, that we had an Hiftory of 

his 
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his Wonderful Reign, wrote in 
a Style fo Noble , and with the 
fame Accuratenefs and Difcern- 
ment. The Virtues which con- 
duct his Reign are fo Noble, and 
the Fortune which attends them 
fo Surprizing , that Pofterity 
would doubt whether it were an 
Hiftory, or a Romance. 
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